
Election Deniers 

 
 What is an 'election denier'?     USA Today 

The term election denier is a loaded one, but the definition isn't always clear. That's why 
it’s important to define it. 

A candidate is included as an election denier if they: 

• Were one of the 147 members of Congress who voted against certifying the election 
results or said they would have if they were in office.   

• Have publicly said the 2020 election was “rigged,” “stolen,” marred by voter fraud or 
otherwise illegitimate — and have not recanted their false claim. 

• Or still publicly question the results of the 2020 election, nearly two years after it has 
been certified. 

FixGov website 

In the face of panic and uncertainty during the first year of the pandemic, election officials and voters 
in every state had to decide how to handle the upcoming election. 

The answer they turned to initiated one of the most dramatic changes the nation has ever seen in 
terms of how people voted. States engaged in an unprecedented degree of innovation around absentee 
ballots and early voting, making maximum use of existing procedures or adopting new ones. Millions 
of Americans, reluctant to go into public places for fear of infection, adjusted fairly easily to casting 
absentee votes and/or voting early. On Election Day, more than half of all Americans voted 
absentee or early. 

The changes in voting in the 2020 election had two contradictory effects. On the one hand, voters 
loved the convenience and the fact that in a time when any foray into the public was dangerous to 
their health, they could vote from home or drop off a ballot from their car. Turnout in the 2020 
election—in the midst of a pandemic—exceeded all expectations. On the other hand, the changes 
convinced President Trump that the availability of mail-in and absentee ballots would lead to 
enormous fraud and provided part of the basis on which Trump would declare the election fraudulent. 
This was new in American elections. Never before had these types of voting been an issue, but well 
before Election Day, and against the advice of some of his campaign aides, Trump started a campaign 
against mail-in voting in all its forms, tweeting: “Republicans should fight very hard when it comes to 
statewide mail-in voting. Democrats are clamoring for it …Tremendous potential for voter fraud, and 
for whatever reason, doesn’t work out well for Republicans.”   
 
It should be noted that despite the false claims that mail-in voting hurts Republicans and that voter 
fraud would damage the GOP, 213 Republicans won U.S. House seats, 20 of the 33 Senate 

seats up on Election Day, and eight of the 11 governors’ races. 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/10/04/editors-note-how-we-define-an-election-denier/67098079007/
https://nypost.com/2020/04/08/trump-claims-mail-in-voting-doesnt-work-out-well-for-republicans/
https://nypost.com/2020/04/08/trump-claims-mail-in-voting-doesnt-work-out-well-for-republicans/


 

The election denier movement includes three broad election administration agendas: 

o Changing how votes are cast - - abolishing or limiting absentee and early voting. 

o Changing how votes are counted – disputed ballots discarded 

o Changing control of election results – State legislatures appointing election officials 

 

Do election deniers have a valid point of view? 

Should we change the methods how we vote? 

Was states changing to absentee ballots during the pandemic reasonable? 

How do we move forward as a country in trusting our elections? 

Was there any reason not to trust the election results? 

How do you feel about an election denier representing you? 

 

 


