
Oil Drilling 

An oil well is a boring in the Earth (5 to 40 inches in diameter) in diameterthat is designed to 

bring petroleum oil hydrocarbons to the surface. Usually some natural gas is released as associated 

petroleum gas along with the oil. A well that is designed to produce only gas may be termed a gas 

well. Wells are created by drilling down into an oil or gas reserve that is then mounted with an 

extraction device such as a pumpjack which allows extraction from the reserve. Creating the wells can 

be an expensive process, costing at least hundreds of thousands of dollars, and costing much more 

when in hard to reach areas, i.e. when creating offshore oil platforms.  

 Con: A large number of neglected or poorly maintained wellheads is a large environmental issue: they 

may leak methane emissions or other toxic emissions into local air, water or soil systems. This 

pollution often becomes worse when wells are abandoned or orphaned – where wells no longer are 

economically viable, and no longer are maintained by a company. A 2020 estimate by Reuters 

suggested that there were at least 29 million abandoned wells internationally, creating a significant 

source of greenhouse gas emissions causing climate change. 

Pros: 

Drilling for oil in the U.S. can increase the world's supply of oil and ultimately reduce the price of oil. With a 

reduction in the price of oil, other markets that oil prices affect can potentially feel a boom. Agriculture, the 

auto industry and the air travel industry among others can all reap more economic benefits with lower oil 

prices. Moreover, lower oil prices benefit the average consumer in a number of ways, such as lower 

gasoline prices and lower food prices. 

It can promote political and ultimately economic independence. If the U.S. relies on importing oil from 

foreign countries, the U.S. can have little control over the price it must pay for foreign oil.  

Oil & Gas significantly affects our lives mostly in a positive sense.   It heats your home, provides electricity, 

gas for your car, lawn mowers etc.   Without oil our standard of living would be substantially inferior.  

1. Oil energy is the foundation of renewable energy. 
2. Oil energy is cheap. 
3. It offers a high-density energy. 
4. It is reliable. 
5. Oil energy provides jobs.i 
6. It encourages economies to continue growing. 
 

Cons: 

1. By definition, oil energy is a finite resource. 
2. Oil energy is a vast pollution resource. 
3. It can cause health hazards when consumed at high levels. 
4. Oil creates power and power can corrupt societies. 
5. It is a dangerous employment opportunity. 
 
Is moving from oil to renewables the thing to do? 

If so, how fast should it be done? 

What would life be without all (think of plastics, 10% of oil is made into plastics) oil? 

Should we be oil independent? 

Can we be oil independent? 
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Should we export our natural gas to other countries? 

 

  

 

 

 


