
Racism Worse Better 
 
  

Pew Research Center 2019 
The nationally representative survey of 6,637 adults was conducted online Jan. 22-Feb. 5, 2019, in 
English and Spanish, using Pew Research Center’s American Trends Panel. 
 

Most Americans say it’s now more common for people to express racist or racially insensitive views; 

more than four-in-ten say it’s more acceptable 
 
A majority of Americans (56%) say Trump has made race relations worse; just 15% say he has made 
progress toward improving race relations,. 
In contrast, 37% say Barack Obama made progress on race relations when he was president, and 27% 
say he tried but failed.2 25%  of Americans say Obama made race relations worse.  
 
Not surprisingly, assessments of Trump’s and Obama’s handling of race relations differ considerably 
along partisan lines. Democrats overwhelmingly say Trump has made race relations worse (84%), 
including large shares of black (79%) and white (86%) Democrats. Views are more divided among 
Republicans. About a third of Republicans (34%) say Trump has improved race relations and 25% say 
he has tried but failed to make progress; 19% of Republicans say he hasn’t addressed the issue, while 
20% say he has made race relations worse. 
 
White Democrats (64%) are far more likely than white Republicans (15%) to say the country hasn’t 
gone far enough when it comes to giving black people equal rights with whites. About half of 
Republicans say it’s been about right, while a sizable minority (31%) says the country has gone too far 
in this regard. 
 
About half of black adults (52%) say being black has hurt their ability to get ahead at least a little, with 
18% saying it has hurt a lot. About a quarter of Hispanics and Asians (24% each) and just 5% of whites 
say their race or ethnicity has had a negative impact. 
 
Black and white adults have widely different perceptions of how blacks are treated in America, but 
majorities of both groups say blacks are treated less fairly than whites by the criminal justice system 
(87% of blacks vs. 61% of whites) and in dealing with police (84% vs. 63%, respectively). 
 
Blacks are more likely than Hispanics or Asians – and much more likely than whites – to say that 
their race is central to their identity. About 75% of black adults say being black is extremely (52%) or 
very (22%) important to how they think of themselves; 59% of Hispanics and 56% of Asians say being 
Hispanic or Asian, respectively, is at least very important to their overall identity, with about three-in-
ten in each group saying it’s extremely important. In contrast, just 15% of whites say being white is 
very or extremely important to how they think of themselves’ 
 
New York Times 1921 
 

What Students Are Saying About Race and Racism in America 
 

 

http://www.pewresearch.org/methods/u-s-survey-research/american-trends-panel/
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/04/09/race-in-america-2019/#fn-26104-2


 Naomi, Georgia 

As a black young man in America, I feel every day is a new worry. I’d like to be able to go out and not 
be afraid of something happening to me, my friends, my family or other people of color. When the 
death of George Floyd occurred, something definitely changed. People became more aware of the fear 
that people of color go through in everyday life situations. I’d love to one day see a country where skin 
color doesn’t contribute to how a human being is treated. 

Natalie, California 

I feel that there is no real definite solution to racism, but there are steps that can be taken to get closer 
to equality. Step 1 would be to teach your kids how to show compassion and how not to judge 
someone by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. By doing this, the next 
generation will grow up knowing how to not judge others by the way that they look but by the way 
they act and the decisions they make. Step 2 would be to educate this generation and the next about 
racism and the correct history behind it. It is mostly ignorance that causes people to make poor 
judgment on others and treat others unfairly and that is what I believe is one of the main causes of 
racism. Step 3 would be to enforce the change of history books and to encourage communities to work 
for each other not against each other. 

— Q, New York 

As a young black girl, I’ve experienced racism numerous times. I’ve been called the N-word, been told 
that it should’ve been you instead of Breonna, etc. All things that hurt me. People wonder why these 
protests get so violent and so intense. It’s because racial inequality and all these problems aren’t being 
addressed. 

 
Do you care about racism? 
 
Have you personally ever done anything about racism? 
 
Does racism affect your life? 
 
How do you feel walking on the street and see several black teen? 
 
Are blacks portrayed fairly in television or on commercials. 
 
Did BLM help or hurt your views on race? 
 
Thoughts about President Biden limiting his selection for a Supreme Court to a black 
woman? 
 
Affirmative action? 
 
Reparations? 

https://nyti.ms/3tjDdC3#permid=109574269
https://nyti.ms/374f4pZ#permid=109426214
https://nyti.ms/3ixYYt1#permid=109685812

