
Concealed Weapons 

 Pros: 

1. Concealed handguns deter crime. 

In a landmark study that analyzed FBI crime data, John R. Lott, Jr., PhD, found that states that 
implemented shall-issue concealed carry laws reduced murders by 8.5%, rapes by 5%, 
aggravated assaults by 7%, and robberies by 3%. Lott calculated that 1,570 murders, 4,177 
rapes, 60,000 aggravated assaults, and 12,000 robberies could have been prevented between 
1977 and 1992 

2. Carrying a concealed gun keeps the individual carrying the gun and the public safer. 

According to Amy Swearer, JD, Legal Fellow at the Meese Center, and Cooper Conway, a member of the 

Young Leaders Program at The Heritage Foundation, “Americans defend themselves with their firearms 

between 500,000 and 3 million times every year.  

3. The right to carry concealed handguns is protected by the Second Amendment. 

The Second Amendment states: “a well regulated Militia being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms shall not be infringed.”  

The federal 7th Circuit Court of Appeals, in the Dec. 11, 2012 case Moore v. Madigan, ruled that 
the Second Amendment’s right to bear arms “must be interpreted to include a right to have a 
concealed gun in public, to have it ready for use, and to have it for self-defense.”  

4. Concealed handguns protect women and minorities who can’t always rely on the police 

for protection. 

Cons: 

1. Concealed guns increase crime. 

A 2018 study conducted by the National Bureau of Economic Research concluded, “There is not even the 

slightest hint in the data that RTC [right-to-carry] laws reduce violent crime. Indeed, the weight of the 

evidence from the panel data estimates as well as the synthetic control analysis best supports the view that 

the adoption of RTC laws substantially raises overall violent crime in the ten years after adoption.” The 

authors found, “Ten years after the adoption of RTC laws, violent crime is estimated to be 13 [percent to] 

15 percent higher than it would have been without the RTC law.” 

2. Carrying a concealed handgun increases the chances of a confrontation becoming 

lethal. 

According to the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, “members of the public who carry guns risk 

escalating everyday disagreements into public shootouts, especially in places where disputes frequently 

occur—in bars, at sporting events, or in traffic.”  

3. The Second Amendment does not guarantee concealed carry. 

US Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia wrote in the court’s majority opinion in DC v. Heller: 
“Like most rights, the right secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited… the majority 
of the 19th-century courts to consider the question held that prohibitions on carrying concealed 
weapons were lawful under the Second Amendment.” [70] 

https://concealedguns.procon.org/additional-resources/footnotes-and-sources/#70


In May 2014, the US Supreme Court declined to hear Drake v. Jerejian, a case challenging 
New Jersey’s issuance of concealed weapons permits only to citizens who can prove a 
“justifiable need.” 

4. Private citizens with little or no expert training jeopardize public safety. 

Economics PhD student, Anna E. Kyriazis, found that switching from permitted carry to 
constitutional carry (no-permit carry), “increases the rate of people fatally shot by police by 
5.2%. This effect is due to the fact that citizens considered unqualified under RTC can carry 
concealed weapons under PC, increasing the risk that police officers face when interacting 
with the public.”  

The current trend in concealed carry laws is to move toward constitutional carry: 16 states 
have constitutional carry as of Dec. 2020.  

Your feelings about concealed carry weapons? 

Does it make sense to allow more people to conceal carry guns? 

Is the thinking different based upon where a person lives (on the Coast or Mid-West or West? 

Would you carry a gun? 

Would you have a gun in your house? 

What if you lived in an inner-city? 

Where will guns laws be 50 years from now? 

 

 


