
Border Security 

CBP's top priority is to keep terrorists and their weapons from entering the U.S. while welcoming 

all legitimate travelers and commerce. CBP officers and agents enforce all applicable U.S. 

laws, including against illegal immigration, narcotics smuggling and illegal importation.  

 

The United States Border Patrol (USBP) is the United States Customs and Border 

Protection's (CBP) federal law enforcement arm within the United States Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS). 

 

The major difference between ICE and CBP is that while CBP is responsible for enforcing 

immigration laws at and near the borders, ICE is responsible for enforcing immigration laws 

within the remaining areas of the U.S. 

 

What is Title 42? 

Title 42 was implemented during Trump administration to return migrants and asylum 
seekers back across the border into Mexico because of the threat caused by the 
pandemic. As the health emergency wanes, the Biden Administration set May 23, 2022 as the 
day to end the rule. 
 
Since Title 42 was put in place, more than 1.7 million expulsions were carried out, with the 

vast majority of asylum seekers quickly expelled back to Mexico or their countries of origin 

without the chance of applying for asylum in the US 

 

It is estimated that there will be 18,000 daily crossings (currently 8,000 daily) with the 

termination of Title 42. 

 

 

 

In 2015 from Centers for Migration Studies 

The new evidence suggests that unauthorized migration across the southern border has 

plummeted, with successful illegal entries falling from roughly 1.8 million in 2000 to just 

200,000 by 2015. Border enforcement has been a significant reason for the decline — in 

particular, the growing use of “consequences” such as jail time for illegal border crossers has 

had a powerful effect in deterring repeated border crossing efforts. The success of deterrence 

through enforcement has meant that attempted crossings have fallen dramatically even as the 

likelihood of a border crosser being apprehended by the Border Patrol has only risen slightly, to 

just over a 50-50 chance. 

 
In 2021 from  Pew Research Center 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection figures now show that more than 2 million unauthorized 

migrants came across the Mexican border in the calendar year and were apprehended or turned 

themselves in – in addition to those not stopped or detected. 

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters


Migrant encounters refer to two distinct kinds of events: apprehensions, in which 

migrants are taken into custody in the United States to await adjudication, and 

expulsions, in which migrants are immediately expelled to their home country or last 

country of transit without being held in U.S. custody. 

  

Expulsions have become less common – and apprehensions more common – in the first months 

of President Joe Biden’s administration. In July, 47% of migrant encounters resulted in 

expulsion, down from 83% in January, when Biden took office. During the same period, the 

share of migrant encounters that resulted in apprehension rose from 17% to 53%. 

 

How many migrants show up for immigration court hearings? 
VP Pence: “Ninety percent of the people never show up for their hearing in the months ahead. ... 

The overwhelming majority, plus-90 percent, don’t show up.” 

 

The rate of no-shows is far below 90 percent, according to the Department of Justice’s most 

recent annual figures. When using the Justice Department’s preferred metric, 44 percent of 

migrants who were not in custody failed to show up for their court proceedings. 

 

Newsweek October 3, 2021 

Only 13 Percent of the 50,000 Migrants Released in US Have Reported to ICE 

Typically, migrants who are released from immigration custody are given an official court date. 

But as some sections of the border are becoming too overwhelmed with processing new arrivals, 

thousands of migrants have instead been given a list of addresses and contacts for ICE offices 

across the country and told to report to one of them. 

 Should the U.S. allow unvaccinated migrants into the country? 
 

Should the U.S. maintain its historical 1 million legal immigrants annually? 

 

Should we restrict illegal immigration more forcefully? 

 

What about illegals already living in the U.S.? 

 

Refugee or Political asylum – increase, the same or lower quotas? 

 

How should we handle unaccompanied children at our border? 

 

Are present releasing undocumented aliens into the U.S. a smart decision? 

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/cbp-enforcement-statistics/title-8-and-title-42-statistics
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1161001/download

