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Celebrating a decade of dancing, dining and dreams

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the 10th Annual Evening for Better Tomorrows Gala – 
Dare to Dream. In a year that will be long remembered for its 
extraordinary challenges, we are encouraged by the resilient spirit of 
our members, friends, neighbors and our generous supporters who 
have truly made 2021 immeasurably more than we dreamed.  

Naples Senior Center is not just thriving, but we are soaring into the 
future. Tonight, we are celebrating a decade of dancing, dining, and 
dreaming. Since the senior center first opened its doors in 2014, we 
have dared to dream of creating thriving spaces where seniors no 
longer fear isolation and loneliness. Today, our members and clients 
experience compassion and human connection through the sounds 
of music, the love of art and gardening, the support of our dementia 
respite and caregiver programs, and above all, the strength of friendship. 

More than ever, we are committed to keeping seniors in our programs 
active, engaged, and safe. While COVID threatened to keep our seniors 
isolated, we dreamed of a way to reunite our community. Thanks to 
the determined efforts of our team, we were able to facilitate first 
and second vaccine doses last spring to more than 7,400 seniors in 
our community, many of whom are with us this evening celebrating 
our bright future ahead. And, just last month through our partnership 
with the Department of Health we provided 1,126 booster shots on-site.

Now, we are dreaming of a ‘New Era’ for seniors, brought to fruition 
by building a permanent home for the new Naples Senior Center. We 
will soon be able to amplify, and multiply, the connections among our 
members – and reach even more throughout our community. We are 
almost there.

Tonight, we celebrate dreams and making the impossible, possible. 
Thank you for dreaming with us and supporting our mission of 
empowering seniors and their families by giving them tools to address 
life’s challenges. We are so fortunate to serve and be a part of creating 
better tomorrows for seniors in Collier and southern Lee Counties. 

From all of us at the Naples Senior Center – a heartfelt thank you.

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer
President/CEO

Welcome 
Prentiss C. Higgins, Chairman of the Board  

Naples Senior Center 

Volunteer of the Year 
Grace Chen

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO 
Naples Senior Center 

Naples Senior Center 
Dare to Dream 

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO 

Call for Support
Scott Robertson

Scott Robertson Auctioneers 

Building  Our Future
Jay H. Baker, Board of Trustees

Naples Senior Center

Dinner 

Entertainment 
THE SHADOWS OF THE 60’s

Thank you to Lindsey Sablan from WINK News
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Patty and Jay Baker 
Brian Bremer

Steven and Caroline Coplin
Allison and Barry Fiedel

Polly and Prentiss Higgins
Liz and Alan Jaffe

Eloise and Elliot Kaplan
Carol and Marvin Lader

Barbara and Robert Levine
John Levy and Gail Rothenberg

Rena and David Rutstein
Lety and Stephen Schwartz

Solot and Karp Family Foundation
Lucinda and T. L. Stebbins

Roz Travis and Matt Koch
Iqbal and Shelby Mamdani Foundation

Dr. Stephen and Penny Pomeranz

Copper SponSorS

patronS

Silver SponSor

Gold SponSorS

Bronze SponSorS
Fran and Dick Gozon 

Karen Heithoff 
Gary Kauffman 

Roberta and Robert Obler
Earl S. Prolman

Kermit S. and Jenny W. Sutton

 

The Coplin Wealth Management Group at Morgan Stanley 
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC 

 

 

 

platinum SponSor
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• 25,000 calls were managed by volunteers and staff to schedule
 Covid-19 appointments.

 • 7,400 seniors received their first and second Covid-19 
  vaccinations between January and April, in partnership with the 
  Florida Department of Health.

 • 1,126 Covid-19 booster shots were administered by the 
  Department of Health, in the senior center, between November 
  and December.

• 7,240 bags of food for seniors, struggling with food insecurity, 
 were delivered by volunteers, while our food pantry was closed.

• 4,126 hot lunches were delivered to 74 seniors through our weekly
 home meal delivery program, first implemented during the 
 pandemic.

• 2,987 individuals have participated in 458 different classes at 
 the senior center, since re-opening to in-person activities, in 
 August 2021.

• 1,192 Information and Referral calls from seniors were answered 
 by NSC Case Management.

• 976 virtual activity programs, including art, music, dance, exercise,
 educational lectures, and discussion groups were offered.

• 113 individuals received Geriatric Case Management Services.

• 74 individuals participated in the Dementia Respite Support 
 Program.

• 68 Caregiver Support groups and educational programs were 
 offered.

• 63 financially disadvantaged senior households received a 
 Thanksgiving meal.

On November 12, 2021, NSC celebrated our groundbreaking ceremony 
for our new home, located on Oakes Blvd. This was the start of the 

public phase of our Capital Campaign. 

A LOOK BACK AT 2021
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At FineMark, we understand 
the importance of the health

and well-being of our community.

FineMark National Bank & Trust is proud to 
support the Naples Senior Center.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale 
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-963-0700  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
For more information, please call (239) 325-4444

Or visit: NaplesSeniorCenter.org

Naples Senior Center has been the Central Address 
for Seniors since 2014. Now, Naples Senior Center 
is Building Our Future with a capital campaign to 

create our permanent home – a 30,000-square-foot, 
state-of-the-art destination, with ample room for 

creative programming and professional services as 
well as peaceful outdoor gardens.

Your generous gift will help ensure a healthy future 
for seniors in our community.

Thank You!
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The William E. Cross Foundation Inc. is proud to 
provide support for the services provided by 

Naples Senior Center to seniors from all walks of 
life in the Naples community. 

Congratulations for the outstanding job 
you are doing.

Arthur B. Brisker, Director       Donald C. Linton, Director
Hazel M. Brisker, Director      Rebecca Linton, Director

CALL FOR SUPPORT
This evening, we call on your support in honor of our crucial programs 
that provide a sense of belonging and hope among those we serve. 

Geriatric Case Management Three out of four seniors wish to remain in 
their own homes, even after they become frail. A core service of many 
agencies serving older adults, Geriatric Case Management, provides 
services that allow seniors to live safely, happily and with dignity in their 
own homes, even at times when their dreams have taken a detour. At 
NSC, Geriatric Case Management existed even before the senior center 
opened its doors. Professional case managers assess each senior’s 
individual needs to establish a comprehensive care plan.  Plans are 
implemented, monitored, and adjusted as care needs change. Carefully 
vetted and trained volunteers provide friendly visiting and phone calls, 
as well as food delivery distributed through our Food Pantry for those 
seniors who are experiencing food insecurity.  

Dementia Respite Support Program Considering that a new case of 
Alzheimer’s disease is diagnosed every 66 seconds in this country, and 
that Florida currently has the highest number of Alzheimer’s patients 
nationwide, the Dementia Respite Support Program at NSC is a vital 
component of our commitment to seniors’ health. NSC’s Dementia 
Respite Support Program is the only one of its kind in Collier and 
southern Lee Counties for those with Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias (ADRD). Facilitated by credentialed professionals, who are 
supported by vetted and trained volunteers, the program provides four 
hours of theme-based structured activities, five days a week. Key 
elements of the curriculum include reminiscence, music and art therapy, 
light physical exercise, and lunch. Additionally, through our Caregiver 
Empowerment Program, caregivers receive in-house support groups, 
educational resources, and social activities. 

Senior Center An estimated 86,000 people over the age of 65 live in the 
greater Naples area, and roughly one-third of them live alone. In fact, 98 
percent of our members said they joined NSC so they would feel less 
isolated. In 2014, NSC opened its doors to address isolation and 
loneliness in seniors.  Results of a 2012 Florida Gulf Coast University 
(FGCU) study confirmed the need, illuminating the depth and scope of 
the problem. Starting with 80 initial members, membership increased to 
over 1,400 in just a few short years. NSC offers over 40 stimulating 
programs each week, all with the goal of promoting social 
connectedness, which is the antidote to isolation and loneliness. 
Programs include exercise, arts and culture, and computer science. Senior 
center programs and activities are at the heart of what we have been 
doing on Castello Drive and will only be strengthened in our new, 
permanent home at 2380 Oakes Blvd.

WATERSIDESHOPS

ALWAYS REMEMBER TO ALWAYS REMEMBER TO 
FALL ASLEEP WITH A FALL ASLEEP WITH A 
DREAM AND WAKE UP DREAM AND WAKE UP 

WITH A PURPOSE. WITH A PURPOSE. 

Enjoy your evening!Enjoy your evening!
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BOARD CHAIR Edward Anchel,* Of Blessed Memory 
Prentiss C. Higgins  Jay H. Baker 
 Brian F. Bremer 
VICE-CHAIR Steven Coplin 
Marvin Lader  Myra Friedman 
 Susan Horovitz 
TREASURER  Paul E. Huber 
Lucinda H. Stebbins  Elliot Kaplan 
 Marsha B. Karp 
SECRETARY  Barbara Levine 
Phyllis Barolsky  John Levy 
 Dr. Sunil Pandya 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR Jane E. Perman 
Alan S. Jaffe  David W. Rutstein* 
 Stephen L. Schwartz 
 Gail Smith 
 Howard Solot
 Leda Zbar 
 Judith Zickler

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

*Past Board Chair

5025 Castello Drive   •  Naples, FL 34103
Phone: 239.325.4444

NaplesSeniorCenter.Org  

PRESIDENT/CEO 
Dr. Jaclynn Faffer 


