
Executive Orders 
An executive order is a signed, written, and published directive from the President of the United States that 
manages operations of the federal government. ... Executive orders are not legislation; they require no 
approval from Congress, and Congress cannot simply overturn them. 
 
An executive order is not a law (a law must be passed by Congress and signed by the president), it has the 
force of a law and it must be carried out. ... "Unlike laws, though, executive orders can be countermanded. 
They can be repealed by another president." 
 
Can a governor issue an executive order? 
The authority for governors to issue executive orders is found in state constitutions and statutes as well as 
case law, or is implied by the powers assigned to state chief executives. 
 

As of October 22, 2021, President Joe Biden (D) had signed 66 executive orders 
 

Notable executive orders 
Executive Order on Protecting Federal Workforce and Requiring Mask-Wearing:   
    Requires masks, physical distancing and other health measures on federal property 

Executive Order on Organizing and Mobilizing the United States Government to  
          Provide a Unified and Effective Response to Combat COVID-19  
Rejoining the World Health Organization:  
Pausing Federal Student Loan Payments:  
Acceptance of Paris Climate Agreement 
Executive Order on Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad 
Executive Order on the Revision of Civil Immigration Enforcement Policies  
Proclamation on Ending Discriminatory Bans Revokes the so-called Muslim ban 
Executive Order on Preventing and Combating Discrimination on the Basis  
            of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation 
Executive Order on Enabling All Qualified Americans to Serve Their Country in  
            Uniform: Revokes the ban on transgender people serving in the military 
Mandate all adult citizens get vaccinated 
Keystone pipeline stopped 
 

President Donald Trump  signed 220 executive orders 
 

Notable executive orders 
Promoting Energy Independence and Economic Growth,” directed federal agencies review and  
          possibly rescind or revise rules and agency actions that impede U.S. energy production. 
Implementing an America-First Offshore Energy Strategy to assess   potential energy and  
          mineral exploration and production from the Outer Continental Shelf 
Climate change policy reversal 
Travel ban 2.0 – temporary entry ban for Iran, Libya, Syria, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen 
Business regulations - attempt to cut down on the burden of small businesses. 
Travel ban 1.0 - suspension of refugee program for 120 days, and cap on 2017 numbers 
           Cap of 50,000 refugees 
Securing the southern U.S. border 
Build a wall along the southern border 
 
 
 

https://ballotpedia.org/Joe_Biden


Why do Presidents issue executive orders? 
 
Should they issue these orders? 
 
Shouldn’t these orders by enacted by Congress? 
 
Is a presidential executive order being like a dictator? 
 
Why have Congress if a President can issue orders with the force of law? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


