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The U.S. Border Patrol reported more than 1.6 million encounters with migrants along the U.S.-

Mexico border in the 2021 fiscal year, more than 4 times the number of the prior fiscal year and the 

highest annual total on record. 

The number of encounters had fallen to just over 400,000 in fiscal 2020 as the coronavirus 

outbreak slowed migration across much of the world. But encounters at the southwest border 

rebounded sharply in fiscal 2021 and ultimately eclipsed the previous annual high recorded in fiscal 

2000, according to recently published data from U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the 

federal agency that encompasses the Border Patrol. 

 
Migrant encounters refer to two distinct kinds of events: expulsions, in which migrants are (1) 
immediately expelled to their home country or last country of transit, and (2) apprehensions, in which 
migrants are detained in the United States, at least temporarily. 
 
A record number of encounters in fiscal 2021 involved people from countries other 
than Mexico. 
 
Encounters soared in fiscal 2021 for some countries that have not historically been 
common sources of migration at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
 
There were also stark increases in encounters involving people from Brazil (from 6,946 to 56,735), Nicaragua 
(from 2,123 to 49,841), Venezuela (from 1,227 to 47,752), Haiti (from 4,395 to 45,532) and Cuba (from 9,822 to 
38,139). 
 
Migrant encounters more than doubled in every sector along the U.S.-Mexico border in 2021. 

 
 
Should the U.S. allow unvaccinated migrants into the country? 
 

Should the U.S. maintain its historical 1 million legal immigrants annually? 

 

Should we restrict illegal immigration more forcefully? 

 

What about illegals already living in the U.S.? 

 

Refugee or Political asylum – increase, the same or lower quotas? 

 

How should we handle unaccompanied children at our border? 

 

Are present releasing undocumented aliens into the U.S. a smart decision? 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/11/04/after-surging-in-2019-migrant-apprehensions-at-u-s-mexico-border-fell-sharply-in-fiscal-2020-2/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/world/americas/coronavirus-migrants.html
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters

