
Smash & Grab 
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Democratic cities are seeing a wave of smash-and-grab thefts around the holidays, raising concerns 

about why they're occurring and how leaders might combat the problem. 

Black Friday saw news reports of robberies in Minneapolis, Los Angeles and Chicago. High-end stores 

in San Francisco were vandalized, with thousands of dollars in merchandise retrieved by police.  
 

Walgreens closed nearly two dozen stores in the liberal city, earning it the 

moniker "shoplifter's paradise." And in October 2020, law enforcement recovered 

approximately $8 million in stolen merchandise. 

Although recent events have drawn attention to the issue, the increase in retail   

appears to have been a long-term trend. 

Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot recently accused retailers of not doing enough to combat crime. 

"We still have retailers that won't institute plans like having security officers in their stores, making 

sure that they've got cameras that are actually operational, locking up their merchandise at night, 

chaining high-end bags," she said. "These purses can be something that is attracting a lot of organized 

retail theft units." 

It's unclear what exactly is behind the apparent spike in shoplifting, but observers have blamed either 

soft-on-crime policies or conditions created by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Some of the blame has been directed toward California's Proposition 47 – a 2014 law that lowered 

shoplifting charges related to the theft of $950 or less from felonies to misdemeanors. Supporters of 

the ballot measure included then-Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, then-state Sen. Darrell Steinberg and other 

Democrats in the state.  

"When society removes accountability for bad behavior, criminals get emboldened to commit more 

crimes, drug addicts thumb their noses at mandatory treatment, and vandalism and petty theft turn 

into riotous looting and murder," the president of the Los Angeles Police Protective League, Craig 

Lally, previously told Fox News.  
 

CNN 

A wave of "smash-and-grab" crimes is plaguing upscale stores in major US cities, with mobs of thieves 
making off with expensive goods in brazen, nighttime raids. 

At least 18 people broke into a Nordstrom department store in Los Angeles Monday night and stole thousands 

of dollars in merchandise, the city's police chief said. 
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The thefts followed a rash of similar incidents over the weekend in the San Francisco Bay Area. A group of 

thieves swarmed the Southland Mall in Hayward on Sunday evening, wielding hammers to smash cases at a 

jewelry store before grabbing items and fleeing. 

The decriminalization of low-level offenses in some states has created opportunities for criminals to manipulate 

the system, said Lynda Buel, president of Ohio-based security consulting firm SRMC. 

For example, Proposition 47, a California ballot initiative passed in 2014, sought to alleviate prison 

overcrowding by reducing the penalties for some crimes. The measure raised the threshold for felony theft 

from $500 to $950. 

"For the low-level criminal, the benefit far outweighs the risk, since the threshold for a misdemeanor offense is 

$950 -- meaning that a person can steal up to that amount and only be charged with a misdemeanor," Buel 

said. 

Organized crime rings are often behind these types of "smash-and-grab" operations and pay low-level 

criminals to steal for them, she said. 

Security experts said dismantling these sophisticated crime groups must be a law enforcement priority. 

"People see the ability to commit these 'smash-and-grab incidents' knowing that there is little consequence, 

especially if the thefts are kept below the threshold of a felony offense," Buel said. "It's easy, it's fast, and the 

payback is good." 

How would you solve the problem? 

Do the laws need to be changed or reversed? 

Is this a breakdown in society? 

Is no bail for misdemeanors always a good idea? 

What about a DUI multiple times? 

 

Avg Number of Police per 10K population is 17 or 1 officer for every 588 people 

     New York City 42   Chicago 44  Los Angeles 25  Baltimore 47 

officers per 10K population 
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