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COVID-19 PANDEMIC

DeSantis
takes dig
at drug
stores

National parks are
Naples native’s places

Says CVS, Walgreens not fast
enough with vaccinations
John Pacenti
Palm Beach Post
USA TODAY NETWORK

POMPANO BEACH — Gov. Ron DeSantis
stood by the side of an 88-year-old former
Missouri schoolteacher and watched her be
come one of the first seniors in a long-term
care facility in the country to receive the CO
VID-19 vaccine.
But before Vera Leip was inoculated by a
state strike team, DeSantis expressed con
cerns about the shifting availability of the
Pfizer vaccine and criticized Walgreens and
CVS for their slow start in getting to other
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
After Leip was inoculated, DeSantis then
took the reins behind Leip’s wheelchair and
escorted her back into the facility at John
Knox Village where others at the Pompano
Beach facility had also gotten the vaccine. He
did not take any questions.
Walgreens and CVS, under a contract with
the federal government, received more than
60,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine to adminis
ter to long-term care residents throughout the

After 12 residencies at NPS sites across the US,
artist Heather Heckel talks about inspiration

See VACCINE, Page 16A

Andrew Atkins

Naples Senior
Center gets OK
for new location

Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Liz Freeman
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

The Naples Senior Center is ending a chal
lenging year with an upbeat outlook.
The nonprofit organization that provides
programs for seniors to stay active and con
nected is forging ahead with a new 30,000square-foot complex to serve its 1,400 mem
bers for years to come.
After months of delays due to the COVID-19
pandemic, rezoning reviews and objections
from future neighbors, the Collier County
Commission approved two land use and zon
ing petitions needed for the project in North
Naples.
The location is a nearly 14-acre site at the
southeastern intersection of Autumn Oakes
Lane and Oakes Boulevard south of Immokalee Road.
About 290 residents who are members of
the Oakes Estates Neighborhood Association
opposed the location for safety reasons and

Heather Heckel, Whiskeytown Lake,
oil on board, 30” x 22”, 2017; created at
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area,
California, images courtesy of heather heckel
Top: Heather Heckel, Deer Cottage, colored
pencil on paper, 9” x 9”, 2020; created from
photo reference collected at Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, Tennessee.

Heather Heckel started in the summer of
2016 at Hot Springs National Park in Arkan
sas.
The work from her time
there is a combination of pieces
of black and white oil paint on
wood and color pencil drawings
of aged businesses that may as
X ~
well be a lens into decades past.
Heckel
In a residency at Big Cypress
Nation Preserve, she depicts a
leather-vested man leaning over a railing, the
wrinkles at the corner of his eyes folding his
skin as he peers down. Another piece from
that same residency shows billowing smoke
from controlled burns, the scale of which
dwarfs even the viewer.
“I think everything kind of has a life, even if
it’s not a living thing,” Heckel said. “I want to
bring it alive for people no matter what it is.”
This is not the world as Heckel sees it — it’s
the world the 2003 graduate of Naples High
School sees and conveys to the viewer with
each of her 12 artistic residencies at national
parks across the country.
“By day, I’m a middle school art teacher,”
See HECKEL, Page 6A
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Kenyan
accused
of plotting
attack
US says he planned to
ﬂy aircraft into building
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK – Federal authorities
unsealed an indictment charging a
Kenyan man with trying to stage a 9/
11-style attack on the United States
on behalf of the terrorist organization
al-Shabab.
Cholo Abdi Abdullah, 30, who was
arrested in the Philippines in 2019,
was transferred to U.S. custody Tuesday on charges that he conspired to
hijack an aircraft and slam it into a
building.
He pleaded not guilty during a
brief court appearance Wednesday
and was ordered held without bond.
A request for comment was sent to
his defense attorney.
Prosecutors said Abdullah got
ﬂight training in the Philippines and
obtained a pilot’s license in preparation for an attack.
“This case, which involved a plot
to use an aircraft to kill innocent victims, reminds us of the deadly threat
that radical Islamic terrorists continue to pose to our nation,” Assistant
Attorney General for National Security John Demers said in a statement.
Acting Manhattan U.S. Attorney
Audrey Strauss called it a “chilling
callback to the horriﬁc attacks of
September 11, 2001.”
Abdullah, prosecutors said, started planning the attack in 2016 under
the direction of an al-Shabab commander who was also involved in
planning a deadly attack in 2019 on a
hotel in Nairobi, Kenya.
The State Department has designated the Somalia-based militant
group al-Shabab, an al-Qaida aﬃliate, as a foreign terrorist organization.
He also researched potential hijacking methods and sought information on how to obtain a U.S. visa.

Naples Senior Center rendering COURTESY OF NAPLES SENIOR CENTER

Seniors
Continued from Page 1A

said the land use change for the building sets a bad precedent for disrupting a
neighborhood.
“It is sort of insincere to say this is
the only place in Collier County where
Naples Senior Center can perform its
mission,” Tom Ellis, president of the association, told the Collier County Commission before it approved the petitions
on Dec. 8.
He could not be reached for further
comment on whether the association is
considering its options for challenging
the decision.
Shortly after the new year, the senior
center’s board is likely to update the
cost of the project from a 2019 projection of $15 million, said Jaclynn Faﬀer,
president and CEO of the senior center.
About $12.5 million has been raised
in a quiet fundraising campaign since
2019, she said. That includes a
$500,000 challenge grant from the
Schulze Family Foundation and a gift of
$5 million from local philanthropists
Patty and Jay Baker.
The senior center has outgrown its
current location at 5025 Castello Drive
in Naples, Faﬀer said.
The center’s move to its own building
will allow for more programs to operate
at one time and allow for some dementia respite programs that operate at

churches to all be under
the same roof at the new
complex, Faﬀer said.
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused all
programs to be done virFaffer
tually and the weekly
lunch for up to 300 members on Wednesdays is on hiatus for the
safety of the elders, volunteers and
staﬀ.
The new two-story building is being
designed by a local expert in senior-focused facilities, she said. That includes
using grassy areas to delineate lines as
opposed to concrete dividers that can
be a trip hazard for elders in the parking
lot. The parking lot will be able to accommodate 200 cars.
The building will not be visible from
nearby roads because it will feature extensive landscaping and buﬀers, while
outdoor use of greenspace will be limited to gardening, exercise and art
classes, along with oﬀering passive
walking trails.
“The setting is almost a pastoral setting,” she said. “It is calming.”
The senior center has committed in
writing that its weekday programs will
not exceed 485 participants in any one
day, she said. The center does not operate in the evenings or weekends.
Seniors start to arrive at 9:30 a.m. for
programs that start at 10 a.m. and the
seniors are gone by 4 p.m. Staﬀ members work from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Residents of the Oakes Estates

neighborhood say the senior center’s
mission is to be lauded but they are concerned about traﬃc on Oakes Boulevard that will be generated to and from
the center.
There are 70 mailboxes on Oakes
Boulevard and school buses use care
where children are picked up and
dropped oﬀ for safety, Joe Thompson,
an Oakes Estates resident, told commissioners last week.
The county’s consideration a while
ago to increase Oakes Boulevard to four
lanes was taken oﬀ the table because it
would change the neighborhood, and
the speed limit was reduced to 35 mph
because the area is residential, he said.
The petitions requested by the senior center amend the land use plan and
sets a precedent for disrupting the
neighborhood, he said.
“This is going backward,” he said.
“This is not smart growth.”
Faﬀer said preliminary paperwork
for permits has been submitted but
consultants were waiting to seek full
permits until after the county board
made its decision.
She did not have a timeline for closing on the land purchase of nearly 14
acres; she expects construction of the
building to take one year and open in
2022.
“It will take 10 to 12 months to build
the building,” she said. “It really is what
Collier County needs for our seniors
and I am thrilled it was recognized and
approved.”
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12:00:01 AM ET on 7/1/20 and ends at 11:59:59 PM ET on 12/31/20. Total ARV of all prizes: $3,500. Odds of winning
depend on the number of eligible entries received. For how to enter without attending a seminar, entry details and Official
Rules, see www.scidirectsweepstakes.com. Sponsor: SCI Direct Inc., 100 NW 70 Avenue, Suite 200, Plantation, FL 33317.
th

