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AN EVENING FOR BETTER TOMORROWS  AND A NEW ERA FOR SENIORS!
Due to the overwhelming response to NSC comprehensive programs and seniors’ 
increasing needs, the Naples Senior Center has outgrown its currently leased space on 
Castello Drive.  To continue to meet the  needs of the community, a $15-million Capital 
Campaign was announced to build a new central address for senior services.  Philanthropists 
Patty and Jay Baker announced the lead gift of $5 million and, combined with the 
NSC Board of Director commitments, a Brookdale Foundation Group donation  

of $2 million, plus a $500,000 challenge grant from the Richard 
M. Schulze Family Foundation, more than 

$10 million  has already been 
raised towards the goal.  
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A Case in Point
by Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO

Mrs. R is an 82-year-old widow who lives on a fixed income of $990 a month.  Several years 
ago, her adult son convinced Mrs. R to sign the deed of her condominium over to him for 
tax purposes. Her son also stated he was in a better position to “manage her affairs”.  Shortly 
after signing over the deed, Mrs. R’s son stopped making her mortgage payments and never 
responded to calls and letters from the bank.  Mrs. R was unaware of the circumstances and the 
bank eventually foreclosed.  Mrs. R was forced to move out of her home.  Her son estranged 
himself from his mother and would not answer her phone calls.  Her son is her only living 
relative.  Mrs. R consulted an attorney who advised her that she probably had grounds for 
reporting her son for elder abuse, however, Mrs. R’s loyalty was steadfast and she refused.

Mrs. R called Naples Senior Center because she heard from a friend that NSC “helps seniors in trouble”.  An NSC case 
manager met with Mrs. R and began to work with her to address the many challenges that she was facing.  The first challenge 
was to help her find suitable and affordable housing.  Mrs. R was not computer literate, nor did she have a computer, so the 
case manager brought her into the office and assisted her in a search.  The case manager was able to help her find a room 
in someone’s home in East Naples for $750 per month.  However, the eviction was taking place 10 days before the room was 
available.  NSC helped Mrs. R pay for a room in an inexpensive hotel during that time.  Prior to Mrs. R’s involvement with 
NSC, she was receiving $16 a month in food stamps.  NSC case management staff worked with her to reapply and assisted 
her in filling out the online application for re-evaluation. With the case manager’s help, Mrs. R’s monthly food stamp allowance 
increased from $16 to $160.   

Currently, Mrs. R receives ongoing case management services to assist her in functioning at the highest level possible in the 
face of her many challenges.  She receives food from the NSC Food Pantry, attends the weekly “Lunch and More” program at 
the center, and receives short-term mental health counseling to help her deal with the losses she was experiencing.  

Mrs. R is an example of the 124 women who receive case management services from Naples Senior Center.  Approximately 60 
percent of the case management clients either do not have any family at all, or are estranged from the family they have.  For 
many, NSC becomes that family member who assumes the role of looking after the isolated senior.

As Mrs. R states, Naples Senior Center has become her lifeline.

And that is a case in point……

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer
President/CEO
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Legacy Heritage Awards Funds For 
Dementia Respite Program
Naples Senior Center recently received a grant from the 
Legacy Heritage Fund.  Edward Anchel, NSC Board 
Chairman, stated, “We are grateful for the generous support 
from Legacy Heritage Fund which has enabled us to develop 
and expand our inclusion programs and services.”

This grant  will support increasing the capacity of the 
agency’s Dementia Respite Support Program, which is 
recognized by the national Brookdale Foundation as one of 
the leading respite programs in the country. 

The targeted population for the Dementia Respite Support 
Program are individuals age 60 and older with a medical 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias 
(ADRD) and their caregivers. The program is open to all 
socio-economic groups. This program offers support groups 
for individuals with early to mid-stage dementia. The groups 
provide socialization and wellness with a holistic approach 

to everyday living and challenges using activities that focus 
on connection when primary verbal communication and 
interaction abilities are altered. 

Research shows that participation in activities that are 
meaningful for individuals with ADRD helps bring purpose 
to their lives. As NSC plans for the future, it is expected that 
Florida will see a surge in ADRD cases as the population 
increases and baby boomers age. Recognizing the growing 
community need and demand for quality services for 
individuals with ADRD the goal is to further increase 
capacity of the Dementia Respite Support Program.  The 
benefits of the program were best summed up in a note 
from a caregiver.  “He doesn’t tell me much about his time 
with you, but I am positive he really likes it because he’s 
always so anxious to attend. For this I am so thankful.”

Stofft Cooney Architects Hired To Design 
New Home For Naples Senior Center
The prestigious architectural firm of Stofft Cooney has 
been retained by Naples Senior Center to design the new 
26,000-square-foot building which will house the new 
center.  Renee Zepeda is working closely with the team 
to design a building that will provide a welcoming, warm 
and functional environment for all who walk through the 
doors.  Zepeda has a long history of experience in design 
for older adults.  



Naples Senior Center Starts 
Early Memory Loss Group
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NSC Receives Grant For Information 
And Referral Services
The Community Foundation of Collier County awarded a $20,000 grant to the Naples Senior Center  for  the 
organization’s Information and Referral services.  Agency professionals handled more than  1,000 I&R calls in 2018.  Calls 
range from seeking assistance for frail seniors, senior housing information, entitlement assistance, affordable housing 
and agency services.  When a caller needs services external to NSC and a referral is made and staff follows up to make 
sure the referral was successful and the caller’s needs were met.

Naples Senior Center has started Brain Joggers, an Early Memory Loss Group for individuals struggling with mild 
cognitive impairment or who have significant concerns about their memory.
Brain Joggers provides information and education; coping strategies; discussion and problem solving; emotional 
support; and self-care strategies.

The group meets every Monday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., including  lunch.  The cost is $35 per session, and scholarships 
are provided for those who are unable to afford the fee.  As with all NSC programs, no one is ever turned away because 
of inability to pay.

To learn more about Brain Joggers, please contact Darlene Holan, LCSW, at dholan@naplesseniorcenter.org or 239-
325-4444.  Advance registration is required.
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Ina Jaffe Keynotes 3rd Annual 
Community Educational Event
Veteran NPR correspondent, Ina Jaffe, was the keynote speaker at Naples Senior Center’s third annual community 
educational event on issues related to aging.  More than 100 guests attended the breakfast event at Kensington Golf 
& Country Club on February 8th.  Entitled “The New Age of Aging”, Ms. Jaffe’s informative keynote address was 
followed by panelists Ron Garry, MD, Board Certified Gerontologist at Naples Premier Concierge, and Dr. Jaclynn 
Faffer, President/CEO, Naples Senior Center.  The panel was facilitated by Jeff Lytle, retired columnist, editorial page 
editor and TV host at the Naples Daily News.
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