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An Evening for Better Tomorrows...
A NIGHT OF MOTOWN MAGIC

The 6th annual signature fundraising event, “An Evening for Better Tomorrows—A Night of Motown Magic” was a huge 
success!  This elegant and fun-filled evening was held on January 13, 2018 at Club Pelican Bay.  The Shadows of the 60s, 
led by former Drifter and lead singer of the Persuasions, Dave Revels, had the 250 guests up and dancing to the music 
of Motown all night.  There was a special “call for support” for the agency’s Dementia Respite Program.  Funds raised 
support programs and services for the Naples Senior Center at JFCS.
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Naples Senior Center at JFCS

Dear Friend,

This is a time of tremendous growth for our organization. Membership at the senior center has surged from 80 in January 
2014 to over 1,300 today. More than 122,000 people above the age of 60 live in Collier County. The number of them living in 
poverty surged 29 percent from 2011 to 2015 in Collier County, according to a Florida Gulf Coast University study. To meet 
the growing needs of seniors in the greater Naples area, we have to grow along with them. 

Nearly a third of the seniors who took part in the study said they suffered from loneliness or isolation, and many felt as 
though the community overlooks their needs. These startling facts are impossible to ignore. The senior center addresses these 
issues and many others head-on with programs including dementia respite care, geriatric case management, mental health 
counseling, a food pantry and many others. The goal is to support and strengthen people of all backgrounds and beliefs, often 
at times of vulnerability and crisis.

So, we at JFCS of Southwest Florida have changed our name to Naples Senior Center at JFCS. This reflects a sharpened 
focus, but it doesn’t alter our core values or our level of commitment to the people we serve. Our mission remains the same. 
We will continue to empower seniors and families in the community through support and social services.

The goal of this rebranding is to become a stronger, more identifiable part of the community so we can better serve 
those in need. Please join us in continuing to address the challenges that seniors, their caregivers and their families face each 
and every day. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. I look forward to our continued work together on behalf of seniors in our 
community. They sincerely appreciate your support, and so do we!
 
Thank you,

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer
President/CEO
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Hurricane Irma: Naples Senior 
Center Responds to Seniors in Crisis
Almost six months after Naples and the surrounding 
communities suffered the wrath of Hurricane Irma people 
are still struggling with the aftermath.  Tarps are still on 
roofs, roofs are off of dwellings and FEMA and private 
insurance companies are still denying claims.  The Geriatric 
Case Management staff members at Naples Senior Center 
at JFCS are working diligently with seniors who live right 
around the corner or as far away as Everglades City.

Forty-eight hours after the storm, working without power 
and limited cell phone service, Naples Senior Center staff 
pulled together to reach out to the seniors on the rosters of 
agency programs, as well as those referred by the Sheriff’s 
department, elected officials and distraught family members 
who could not reach their loved ones.  Food, water and 
flashlights were brought to those seniors who were isolated 
at home in darkness and without basic supplies.  Once power 
was restored on Castello Drive the senior center served as 
a place to cool off, receive water and food and take part in 

programs as life slowly returned to a semblance of order.  
The Naples Senior Center at JFCS partnered with Harry 
Chapin Food Bank and became a distribution site for food 
and water a few days after the storm.

As of February 22 Naples Senior Center at JFCS has 
committed over $110,000 in direct financial assistance to 
557 seniors, 82% of whom are women.  Through the agency’s 
Geriatric Case Management program seniors received 
financial assistance for hurricane related expenses such as 
shelter, mold remediation, roof and home repairs, appliance 
replacement, food, furniture and medical equipment.  
Seniors in need of hurricane assistance are still coming 
through the doors.

Funding for Hurricane assistance was generously provided 
by AARP, the Community Foundation of Collier County, 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Naples,  United Way and 
Patty and Jay Baker.

A Case in Point
by Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO
Mary, a recent widow in her 80’s, lives in an upscale gated community.  The recent death of her 
husband was preceded by the loss of a number of friends, either to illness or death, or moving 
away.  Her neighborhood is changing and younger families are buying the houses on her cul-
de-sac. Mary and her husband never had children and until retirement at age 62 Mary worked 
as a clerk for her local county government up north.  She was a good worker, kept to herself and 
did her job.  A homebody Mary would come home from work, have dinner with her husband 
and then the two of them would read or watch TV.  She happily made the transition to Naples 
when her husband retired from his executive position with a large corporation. Never very outgoing, Mary depended upon her 
friends and husband to make the social plans.

Upon her husband’s death Mary spent most of her time tying up details of his estate.  When that was accomplished she 
did not know what to do to occupy her time.  As she said, “How many books can I read in a day?”   While she has financial 
resources Mary does not have the emotional resources to reach out, meet new people and emotionally connect to those 
around her. Mary would tell you that she was lonely, but could not think of a way to do anything about it.  Upon her doctor’s 
recommendation she joined the Senior Center, came to a Wednesday lunch and eventually made friends with her tablemates 
with whom she attends a variety of programs and activities within the center, and in the community. 

Mary is still very much the same person she always was before her husband’s death.  She still depends upon her new friends at the 
Senior Center to schedule plans, and she is content to stay with her same circle of friends at the center.  However, Mary now has a 
place to go and an extended community where she is connected to others.  Mary will tell you that she is no longer lonely.

And that is a case in point!

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer
President/CEO
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Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation Funds Boot Camp for 
Caregivers
Naples Senior Center at JFCS received a grant in the amount of $42,000 from the Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation to fund a series of four educational workshops for caregivers of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and 
related dementias.  “Caregivers Boot Camp” is a four-hour interactive program featuring caregiving techniques, strategies 
for relieving stress, tips on managing daily living, and discussion and social support with other caregivers.  Respite care 
is provided.  The first Caregivers Boot Camp is scheduled for March 13, 2018.  Registration is required.  

For more information about this program please contact Anne Chernin, Director of Client Services at  
achernin@naplesseniorcenter.org or call (239) 325-4444.

The Naples Senior Center at JFCS Dementia Respite Program is 
now providing two groups on Marco Island at St. Mark’s Church.  
The groups replicate the very successful program offered by 
the agency in Naples. Four groups are offered at the Naples 
Senior Center at JFCS on Castello Drive and two at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church.  Facilitated by a licensed social worker who 
is supported by specially trained volunteers the Marco Island 
program consists of two four-hour groups that provide cognitive 
stimulation, art and music therapy, light physical activity and 
Dakim Brain Fitness in a safe, secure and nurturing environment.  

For more information contact Rhonda Eisenberg at 
reisenberg@naplesseniorcenter.org or call (239) 325-4444.

Give Where You Live Collier 2018
Thanks to the generous support of the community Naples Senior Center at JFCS raised $498,793 from 76 donors during this 
year’s 24-hour Give Where You Live program, held on February 21st and 22nd.   The organization raised the second highest 
amount among the 38 non-profits who were participants in the program.    A total of $3.9 million was raised for local charities.

Give Where You Live Collier is made possible by the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation and the Community Foundation 
of Collier County.  Dollars earned are matched by $400,000 and $100,000 by the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 
and the Community Foundation, respectively.  Dr. Jaclynn Faffer told the Naples Daily News in a story that they did on Give 
Where You Live that she and the Naples Senior Center were thankful that the dollars raised would enable the group to continue 
strengthening the community by improving the lives of older adults served by the organization.
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Dementia Respite Program Funding

Grant Received from Moorings Park 
Foundation
A grant of $49,420 was received from the Moorings Park Foundation for the 
Creative Expression and Memory program at Naples Senior Center at JFCS.  
These funds will support the art therapy program provided to the participants 
in the agency’s Dementia Respite Program.  Utilizing the experience and skill of 
licensed art therapists the program enables individuals struggling with dementia 
to express themselves creatively and connect to past memories.  

Jan’s Story:  Love Lost to the Long 
Goodbye of Alzheimer’s
Close to 100 people gathered at the Club at Mediterra on February 8, 2018 
for a breakfast symposium to hear Barry Petersen, two-time Emmy Award 
winning CBS News Correspondent talk about his experience as a caregiver for 
his wife, Jan, who had early onset Alzheimer’s disease.  Jan passed away in 
2013.  Following his keynote address Mr. Petersen joined Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, 
President/CEO of Naples Senior Center at JFCS and Ron Garry, MD, Naples 
Premier Concierge and Board Certified Gerontologist on a panel facilitated 
by Jeff Lytle, retired columnist, Editorial Page Editor and TV Host at Naples 
Daily News.  A lively and informative question and answer period followed.  
Mr. Petersen signed copies of his book, “Jan’s Story:  Long Lost to the Long 
Goodbye of Alzheimer’s”.  This event was the second annual educational 
program presented by Naples Senior Center at JFCS on topics of relevance 
to the community.

The Naples Senior Center at JFCS is committed to bringing educational 
programs related to seniors to our community. Caregiving for someone with 
dementia was chosen as the topic because of the work being done in the 
agency’s dementia respite programs. In 2017 there were 22,000 seniors living 
with dementia in Collier and Lee Counties and 13,000 family members caring 
for them.  Caregivers are often referred to as the invisible second patient 
because of the emotional and physical stress they experience.  Petersen, Faffer 
and Garry all stressed the importance of the caregiver finding resources not 
only for the patient, but for themselves, as well.  Caregivers must find ways to 
handle their own needs so that they can be there as they continue to take care 
of their loved ones with dementia.
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