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The JFCS Senior Center opened its doors on January 22, 
2014 and welcomed 88 seniors to the first weekly hot lunch, 

followed by entertainment.  Since January 22 membership 
has increased to 445 and the Center is open 5 days a week, 
offering a weekly hot lunch, art classes, computer skills 
training, cards and Majj Jong, tai chi, Monday afternoon 
movies, discussion groups, the Dakim brain fitness program 
and so much more.  Because of the overwhelmingly positive 
response to the Center more space is needed to accommodate 
the ever-increasing membership and to enable JFCS to 
increase program opportunities. 

On October 21, 2014 The Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation awarded JFCS $150,000 in the form of a  
matching grant to expand the JFCS Senior Center.  The 
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation was created in 2004 
by Best Buy founder, Dick Schulze.  The Foundation supports 
education, basic human services, health and medical research 
and transformational entrepreneurship.  According to the 
Foundation website their “vision is to connect in meaningful 
ways with grantees to make strategic contributions that 
achieve specific measurable outcomes”.

Board of Trustees Chair, Richard A. Goldblatt, stated JFCS 
is honored to have received this important support that 
acknowledges the needs of seniors in Collier and southern Lee 
counties.  Fundraising has already begun to raise the matching 
dollars so that JFCS can add an additional 3,000 square 
feet to the Senior Center.  Plans include relocating the JFCS 
program and administrative offices to the second floor, thereby 
designating the entire first floor for Senior Center activities.

If you would like more information about the Richard M. 
Schulze Family Foundation grant, or to find out how to 
contribute, please contact Dr. Jaclynn Faffer at 239-325-4444 
or jfaffer@jfcsswfl.org.   
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positive response to the Center 
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to accommodate the  
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JFCS RECEIVES $150,000 CHALLENGE GRANT TO EXPAND  
SENIOR CENTER FROM RICHARD M. SCHULZE FAMILY FOUNDATION
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The 3rd Annual JFCS Fundraising event, “An Evening for Better 
Tomorrows” is scheduled for January 20, 2015 at the Naples 

Sailing and Yacht Club.  Chaired by Susan and Dr. Nathaniel Ritter, 
and co-chaired by Scott Hansen, the event will begin at 5:30pm and 
will offer guests the opportunity to socialize while enjoying delicious 
food and an open bar.  JFCS will be presenting a video highlighting the 
organization’s ever expanding reach into the communities of Collier 
and southern Lee Counties with a variety of human service programs, 
including the JFCS Senior Center, the first senior center in Collier 
County.   Tickets are $250 per person.  Donors contributing $5,000  will 
receive two tickets to attend a special Patron Dinner on January 12, 
2015 at 5:30pm.  For more information or to receive an invitation please 
contact Dorothy McQuillan at 325-4444 or dmcquillan@jfcsswfl.org.  

An abundance of much needed food was 
donated to the JFCS Food Pantry in 

early October.  Four congregations, including 
Beth Tikvah, the Jewish Congregation of 
Marco Island, Naples Jewish Congregation 
and Temple Shalom held food drives during 
the Jewish High Holidays of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur.  Congregation volunteers 
and BBYO youth helped bring over 100 bags 
of food into the Pantry and JFCS volunteers 
stocked the shelves.  The JFCS Food Pantry 
is open 5 days a week from 9-5 on Mondays 
through Thursdays and 8:30 to 4:30 on 
Fridays.  The Pantry is a “choice” pantry 
which means that individuals can choose 
what they want from stocked shelves rather 
than receive prepared bags of food.  The 
JFCS Food Pantry is a partner of the Harry 
Chapin Food Bank and is dependent upon 
food donations from the community.  There 
are over 140 visits to the JFCS Food Pantry 
each month.

BBYO delivering food for food pantry

JFCS FOOD PANTRY IS RECIPIENT  
OF COMMUNITY’S GENEROSITY

JFCS Board Chair, 
Richard A. Goldblatt, 
unloading food for the 
JFCS Food Pantry.

AN EVENING FOR BETTER TOMORROWS
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Back when JFCS was JFS 
Michael Greenberg decided 

that it was time to “re-boot” his 
long history of giving back to his 
community through volunteerism. 
He reached out to Dr. Jaclynn 
Faffer, then Executive Director of 
JFS, to discuss how he might be 
able to help.  Michael first began 
volunteering when he was 19 years 
old and living in Philadelphia.  He 
was a Big Brother for a little boy 
who lost his father when he was 8.  
Michael volunteered for 10 years 
as a Big Brother and is still in touch 
with his “little brother” today.   After 
hearing about the areas where he 
might be helpful Michael signed 
on to become the agency’s first “friendly visitor” to 
one of the seniors in the geriatric case management 
program.  

Michael Greenberg was born in New York and then 
lived in Philadelphia for 26 years.  He has been 
in Naples for 16 years.  He and his wife, Debi, 
are empty nesters and have two sons, Jesse and 
Matthew.  Both have thriving careers in Miami and 
NYC, respectively.  Michael conveyed the importance 
of volunteerism to his sons and both have made it an 
important part of their personal lives. 

Michael has been in the real estate development and 
homebuilding business for 36+ years and is currently 
the Regional President of Neal Communities, the 30th 
largest private builder in the country.

Among Michael’s volunteer experiences are the 
Collier Education Foundation, St. Matthew’s House, 
American Heart Association, the YMCA and  

Habitat for Humanity.  
When asked why he chose 
to volunteer for JFCS 
Michael responded that 
he always believed in 
the JFCS mission.  After 
beginning his volunteer 
experience for the agency 
he was invited to become a 
member of the JFCS Board 
of Trustees.  As he stated, 
“The significant difference 
JFCS makes in the lives of 
families and seniors in our 
community is something 
I am very proud to be a 
small part of.”

Michael visits a 97 year old blind widower and 
considers him one of the most special people he has 
known in his life.  They spend time doing the basics 
of daily life, such as food shopping, paying bills and 
visiting doctors.  But most important, Michael feels, 
are the “fantastic conversations” they have about life, 
families, business and world events.

The JFCS Volunteer Program has over 100 volunteers 
providing services to seniors through friendly visiting 
to homebound seniors, volunteer driving, serving 
lunch at the JFCS Senior Center, helping out at 
JFCS Senior Center activities and assisting with the 
JFCS Food Pantry.  The JFCS Volunteer Program is 
funded through grants from the Retirement Research 
Foundation and the Community Foundation of 
Collier County.  For more information about the 
JFCS Volunteer Program, or to become a volunteer, 
please contact Melissa Kahn, Manager of Volunteer 
Services,  at 325-4444 or mkahn@jfcsswfl.org. 

MEET MICHAEL GREENBERG—JFCS VOLUNTEER



A CASE IN POINT 
BY DR. JACLYNN FAFFER, President/CEO
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Here at JFCS we pride 
ourselves on providing a 

range of human services that 
are flexible enough to meet the 
needs of our community.  Or, 
as we say, JFCS empowers 
individuals and families by 
giving them tools to meet life’s 
challenges.  While we offer 
distinct services, such as mental 
health counseling, geriatric case 
management, the JFCS Food 
Pantry, volunteer opportunities 
and most recently the JFCS 
Senior Center, we are well aware 
that the needs of those who 
come through our doors do not 
always fall in one program or 
another.

Several months ago Mrs. R 
became a widow after more than 
50 years of marriage.  A vibrant 
member of the community, 
Mrs. R volunteered with her 
husband in a variety of settings 

in the Naples area.  In fact, 
she and her husband often 
dropped food off for the JFCS 
Food Pantry.  She continued 
that practice and it was during 
one of the drop offs that I saw 
her in the parking lot.  I was not 
surprised when she responded 
to my question of how she was 
doing with the tearful answer 
that she was having a difficult 
time adjusting to life without 
her husband, feeling at a loss 
in terms of how to spend her 
days.  When I mentioned our 
Bereavement Support Group 
she quickly said she would give 
it a try.  And, later that week 
she did.  After attending the 
Bereavement Support Group 
for several sessions Mrs. R 
thought she might like to try 
the Senior Center “Lunch and 
More” program and she became 
a member of the Senior Center. 
It just so happened that our 
paths crossed as she was 
leaving lunch.  In response to 
my question of “How did you 
like it”, Mrs. R shared that she 
would feel more comfortable 
volunteering at the luncheon.  A 
week later, Mrs. R was wearing 
the blue JFCS Volunteer tee-

shirt and serving salad.  She 
was correct….she fit right in.  As 
a member Mrs. R continued to 
receive the JFCS Senior Center 
newsletter and of course she 
found a number of programs of 
interest.  This time, not waiting to 
meet me in the parking lot, she 
called and asked if she could be 
a member of the Bereavement 
Support Group, a member of the 
Senior Center, a Lunch and More 
volunteer and participate in some 
of the interesting programs.  My 
answer, of course, was “Why 
not?”

Now we see Mrs. R at JFCS 
almost 5 days a week.  She 
continues receiving support 
from our Bereavement Support 
Group, she is in her blue tee-
shirt serving salad at lunch, and 
she is improving her balance 
through tai chi, learning Spanish 
with 20 others and improving 
her computer skill through our 
computer skill lab.  Sometimes, 
she is just sitting and chatting 
with others over a cup of coffee.  

Clearly, JFCS has helped Mrs. R 
productively fill her days.  And, 
that is “a case in point”.



>>> SAVE THE DATE! <<<  
 

MARC AGRONIN, MD TO SPEAK TO PROFESSIONALS 
AND CAREGIVERS ON ISSUES RELATED TO DEMENTIA

JFCS has invited Marc Agronin, MD, to 
present a two-part seminar on March 

10, 2015 at JFCS.  The morning session 
will be for professionals, including social 
workers, psychologists, mental health 
counselors and nurses who work in the 

field of gerontology 
and want to learn 
or enhance skills in 
providing services 
to individuals and 
families struggling 
with issues related 
to dementia. The 
afternoon session 
will be for the lay 
public, specifically 
caregivers, who 
are caring for 
loved ones with 

dementia.  Dr. Agronin 
is a board-certified 
Adult and Geriatric 
Psychiatrist and is 
the Medical Director 
for Mental Health and 
Clinical Research at 
Miami Jewish Health 
Systems and an 
Affiliate Associate 
Professor of Psychiatry 
and Neurology at the University of Miami 
Miller School of Medicine. Dr. Agronin 
has published numerous articles and is 
the author of “How We Age: A Doctor’s 
Journey into the Heart of Growing Old”. 
Collaborating with JFCS on this project 
is the Alzheimer’s Support Network. The 
Mental Health Association will provide 
CEUs for mental health professionals.

F. WARREN MCFARLAN, HARVARD BUSINESS SCHOOL 
PROFESSOR EMERITUS, TO OFFER PROGRAM FOR 
PROFESSIONAL AND BOARD NONPROFIT LEADERS

JFCS and the Harvard Club of Naples have joined together to offer a very special 
educational program for CEOs and Board Chairs of nonprofit organizations 

in the greater Naples area.  Co-author of Joining a Non-Profit Board:  What you 
Need to Know, Professor McFarlan will utilize the Harvard case method to touch 
upon key issues in leadership and in the CEO/Board relationship.  Invitations to 
participate in the half-day workshop will be extended to nonprofit organizations 
with budgets of $1 million or more and with a structured board and professional 
leadership.  The program will take place on February 17, 2015 and will be held at 
Hodges University.  Participation will be limited to 25 organizations.  

For more information contact Dr. Jaclynn Faffer at 325-4444 or jfaffer@jfcsswfl.org.  
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WALMART AWARDS 
JFCS $25,000 FOR 
“LUNCH AND MORE”

The Walmart Foundation has 
awarded JFCS $25,000 to fund 

25 weeks of Lunch and More at 
the JFCS Senior Center.  JFCS is 
deeply appreciative of this significant 
funding.  

JFCS Board of Trustees Chair,  
Richard A. Goldblatt and Larry Graham, 
local Walmart store manager.

GREATER NAPLES LEADERSHIP 
CLASS XVIII VOLUNTEERS  
AT JFCS SENIOR CENTER

Members of Greater Naples Leadership (GNL) Class XVIII 
volunteered at the JFCS Senior Center Wednesday 

“Lunch and More” on 
October 15.  Eleven class 
members helped set the 
tables, escorted members 
to their seats, served food 
and took time to get to know 
the Senior Center members 
as they were enjoying their 
lunch.  The Senior Center 
members, and JFCS, really 
appreciated all that the GNL 
volunteers did to make the 
luncheon a success.

Greater Naples Leadership (GNL) volunteering for our luncheons
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Membership to the JFCS Senior Center is $15 
per year per person.  There is no additional 

cost for any of the programs provided, including 
lunch.  A hot lunch averages between $8-$10 per 
person.  JFCS provides scholarships to members 
unable to afford the price of membership and 
community partners and friends have stepped 
up to underwrite membership and sponsor 
luncheons.  Here’s how you can help:
• $150 underwrites 10 Senior Center 
memberships.
• $100 provides lunch for 10 seniors at the 

Wednesday “Lunch and More” program.
• $1,000 sponsors the full cost of the weekly 
luncheon for 100 seniors. 
(includes your or your 
organization’s name as 
sponsor, as well as the 
opportunity, if you wish, 
to say a few words of 
“welcome”.
We will be publishing our list 
of sponsors and saying a special “thank you” in 
our winter JFCS newsletter.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP SUPPORT THE SENIOR CENTER?



JFCS GOES LIVE WITH NEW WEBSITE 

JFCS introduced their new website 
featuring an up-to-date look and 
feel in early September. Our new 
look offers a responsive design, 
meaning no matter the media 
you’re using the site will adapt to 
fit your device. We’ve expanded 
our Programs & Services section 
to give you more information 
about what JFCS has to offer 
the community. We’ve included 
a comprehensive Senior Center 
section with a current Calendar of 
Events, a gallery showcasing our 
senior events, and a look at our 
featured senior programs. This 
new and improved website gives 
you the opportunity to Donate 
online through a secure checkout 
while also exploring our Volunteer 
options and even submitting your 
application to become a volunteer 
online. You can find all of our 
current (and some of our previous) 
newsletters here along with Dr. 
Faffer’s Federation Star columns, 
and other newsworthy articles.
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VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE AT  
WWW.JFCSSWFL.ORG 
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