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THE NAPLES AREA SENIOR NEEDS ASSESSMENT:

Call to Action and JFCS Response

D

r. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO
of JFCS, serves as Chair of the
Leadership Coalition on Aging for
Collier County (LCA). In the fall of 2012
LCA retained three faculty members of
the Division of Social Work at FGCU
to study the needs of Naples’ area
seniors. The study surveyed seniors
and agencies in most of the county,
with the exclusion of Marco Island and
Immokalee. The findings of the study
were released in June, 2013. The
complete study can be found on our
website, www.jfcsswfl.org. Here are
some of the highlights of the study and
how JFCS is responding.

serving seniors to provide relevant
information enabling participants to better
understand, and navigate, the system of
services and entitlements.

“Older adults
are alone
and lonely.”

First and foremost, the study states that “older adults
are alone and lonely”. Of the 57,557 seniors aged 65
and over living in Naples and the surrounding areas 10,
541 live alone. Of that number 66% are female and
34% are male. Although evenly spread throughout the
area studied the highest pockets are near the JFCS
offices, and site of the new JFCS Senior Center, and the
northwest border with Bonita Springs. Seniors expressed
the wish for social activities and a place to meet and work
with local agencies. How will JFCS respond?
 The JFCS Senior Center will serve a weekly
congregate meal for seniors, followed by
programming that will be enjoyable and
stimulating.
 The JFCS Senior Center will have art and music
programs, card games and a Café where seniors
can have a hot or cold drink, a snack, and time to
relax and “schmooze”.
 The JFCS Community Partners Program will have
office space for representatives of local agencies

Seniors struggle with transportation issues.
Public transportation either does not exist, as
in the northeastern and northwestern census
tracts in Collier County, or when there are
substantial bus stops it becomes difficult for
seniors to walk the distance to and from the
bus stop to their destination, and often there
are few or no sidewalks. These factors figure
prominently into the reality of many of our
seniors experiencing isolation. How will JFCS
respond?

 JFCS has formed a strategic alliance
with Collier Area Transit (CAT), enabling us to “fasttrack” eligibility documentation and often shortening
the wait time for access to services from three to
four weeks to less than one week.
JFCS is working with CAT to streamline
transportation for seniors to and from the JFCS
Senior Center.
CAT is one of the Community Partners that will
be actively engaged in the Community Partners
Program.
There are 2,370 households with a householder 65 and
over living below the Federal poverty level. The highest
concentration of these individuals is in the northeast
corner of the area studied AND near the JFCS offices,
and Senior Center site. Seniors expressed concern about
food insecurity and the availability of food pantries. How
will JFCS respond?
 The JFCS Food Pantry will be open during the
hours that the Senior Center is in operation.

Planting Seeds
For Better Tomorrows
An Evening to Celebrate
Jewish Family & Community Services
of Southwest Florida’s Ever Expanding
Impact in Our Community

JFCS

will hold its second annual signature
fundraising event, “Planting Seeds
For Better Tomorrows”, on January 14, 2014. The
event will take place in the Grand Lobby of ArtisNaples and is sponsored by BMO Private Bank. The
event chairs are Carol and Marvin Lader and Susan
and Dr. Nathaniel Ritter. The evening begins at
5:30pm with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Guests
can wander through the art galleries or sit and relax
with friends. Kim Lear, generational specialist from
BridgeWorks, will speak on “Four Generations of
Family and Philanthropy”. For more information
about Kim Lear please go to www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iau086lJcoY. Tickets for “Planting Seeds

for Better Tomorrows” are $225 per person. JFCS
patrons who donate $5,000 or more will be invited
to a very special evening of cocktails, dinner and
music on January 9, 2014. Music will be provided
by renowned jazz pianist, Matt Savage, who has just
produced his 10th album. For more information about
Mr. Savage please go to www.savagerecords.com.
Please consider “planting seeds for better
tomorrows” by supporting this very special JFCS
event! Invitations will be in the mail on or around
December 1st, 2013. For more information please
contact Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, JFCS President/CEO at
jfaffer@jfcsswfl.org or (239) 325-4444.

PJ Library Now In Its Third Year in Collier County

T

Shalom. The program has grown from
hree years ago JFCS brought
40 children to 150!
the PJ Library program to Collier
County. A program of the Harold
In August JFCS launched the PJ
Grinspoon Foundation, PJ Library
Library E-Newsletter. This monthly
brings age appropriate books
newsletter brings relevant ideas
and media with Jewish content
and information about PJ Library
to families with children between
to all PJ Families. Debby Waranch,
the ages of 6 months and 8 years
JFCS Board member, chairs the PJ
of age. Families receive monthly
MerryLee Kandel reading a PJ Library book Library committee, comprised of
mailings with the books and media
JFCS Board members and interested
and a study guide for parents to help them share
community
members.
Debby and her committee
the stimulating, informative and “fun” information
are busy planning this year’s events, which include
with their children. JFCS is able to bring PJ Library
a program at Food and Thought on December 27th,
into the community through the generous donations
2013. The event will include a pancake breakfast, a
of local philanthropic donors and our Community
hands-on activity, and a PJ Library book will be read
Partner organizations. Our Community Partners
to the children.
are Beth Tikvah Congregation, Chabad and Temple
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A CASE IN POINT
BY DR. JACLYNN FAFFER, President/CEO

Friends,
We have always been taught to
have the utmost respect for our
parents and elders. Through
our work with seniors at JFCS
we strive to make sure that our
community’s parents and elders
are treated with the respect they
deserve. We help them age in
place with dignity and safety, we
help them with food insecurity,
and we work diligently to provide
them with the socialization they
need so they do not feel alone. I
would like to share a story with
you about one of the seniors with
whom JFCS has recently worked.
Mrs. R. is a spry 92 year old
woman who has lived in Naples
for ten years. She navigates well
with her cane. She initially moved
here with her husband, who
passed away eight years ago. At
that time her son and daughter-

in-law moved here to be closer

for $900 a month. They also

to her, and a year later Mrs. R.

helped her apply and become

moved in with them to make life

approved for Food Stamps.

financially easier for all. Sadly,

Unfortunately, she qualified for

Mrs. R.’s son died two years

only $16 per month. Five weeks

ago. Six months ago Mrs. R. was

after Mrs. R.’s first contact with

informed by her daughter-in-law

JFCS she moved into her new

that she was moving back north

apartment. She will be continuing

to be closer to her siblings and

counseling with the social

was putting the apartment on the

worker and is now attending

market. Mrs. R. approached us

the “Just Lunch” monthly senior

because she had no idea what to

congregate meal program. Mrs.

do next.

R. is enthusiastically waiting

Mrs. R. receives $1,510 a month
in social security. It became
clear to the JFCS social worker
who was meeting with Mrs. R.
that the first thing she would
have to do is help Mrs. R. apply
for entitlements and then work

for the JFCS Senior Center to
open so that she can have more
of a “social life”. Because of
her limited income Mrs. R. will
continue to use the JFCS Food
Pantry and other JFCS supportive
programs.

with her around the difficult

Mrs. R. expressed that she

task of finding appropriate,

feels less alone because of the

affordable, housing, which is

assistance we have provided,

quite a challenge here in Collier

and she is grateful for her “new

County. Understandably, Mrs.

friends” at JFCS.

R. was experiencing anxiety
and some depression related
to her impending change in
circumstances. She was relieved
to find that JFCS could help her

This is an example of JFCS
making sure our elders know they
are respected, and “a case in
point”.

with her emotional issues as well
as her concrete needs.
JFCS helped Mrs. R. find housing
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Meet Jill Brewer, LCSW

J

ill Brewer joined the staff this past
summer as the JFCS Licensed
Clinical Social Worker. Originally
from Tennessee, Jill received her
BSW from Murray State University in
Kentucky and her MSW from Norfolk
State University in Virginia. Prior to
moving to Florida Jill was the Clinical
Operations Manager for Families
First of Virginia, a private treatment/
therapeutic foster care program.
Jill moved from Virginia Beach to southwest Florida
in 2012, having visited and fallen in love with the
beautiful natural environment, including the water,
plants and wildlife.

When asked what she likes best about
working at JFCS, Jill replied, “The team
approach, supportive environment
and the ability to provide counseling
and emotional support for a widerange of diverse challenges”. Jill
facilitates the caregiver support group
at Brookdale Center for Healthy Living
and Rehabilitation. With Jill’s expertise
in working with children, adolescents,
adults and seniors, and her enthusiasm
for helping people find support and
solutions for their challenges, she is certainly an asset
to JFCS.
Welcome aboard, Jill!

How to Donate to JFCS
1

Stop by the office, say hello
and give your donation.

2

Place a check or credit card
number in the envelope
that is ALWAYS included in
this newsletter.

3

Call and give your credit
card number to our
administrative assistant.

4

JFCS has a “Donate”
button on our website,
www.jfcsswfl.org. After
much research and
consultation we are
working with PayPal so
that you can make a
secure, on-line contribution
to JFCS. The “Donate”
button has been live since
May. Check us out and
see for yourself!
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“CONNECTIONS FOR A CAUSE”
JFCS and Dr. Jaclynn Faffer were honored by The
Brookdale Center for Healthy Aging & Rehabilitation at
Brookdale’s first annual “Connections For A Cause”
Infinity Awards Presentation at the Telford Auditorium
at the NCH Downtown Campus in Naples on October
15, 2013. The honor was awarded to JFCS and Dr.
Faffer for advancing rehabilitation in the community.
Other honorees were Mollie Vinglar, Department of
Physical Therapy and Human Performance, FGCU
and Suzanne Guciano, Director, The Brookdale Center
for Aging and Rehabilitation.

SAVE THE DATE
Jewish Family & Community Services of Southwest Florida
Invites you to a workshop on

Resolving Ethical Dilemmas in Social Work Practice
December 12, 2013 at 9:30 - 11:30 am
JFCS - 5025 Castello Drive - Naples, FL 34110
Presented by

Norman Linzer, PH.D., Professor Emeritus
Wurzweiler School of Social Work, Yeshiva University
Lecturer, Fulbright Scholar, Author

This workshop is for social workers, psychologists, mental health professionals and nurses who have direct
contact with clients. Please RSVP by November 18, 2013 to jfaffer@jfcsswfl.org. Space is limited to
15 participants. CEU’s will be provided for mental health professionals.
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OUR MISSION
Jewish Family & Community Services of Southwest Florida (JFCS), a non-sectarian
social service agency, supports individuals and families of all ages by providing a wide
range of social services, including mental health counseling, case management,
financial assistance, crisis intervention and information and referral.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Richard A. Goldblatt, Chair
Nancy Colodny, Vice-Chair
Edwin Ezrine, DDS, Vice-Chair
Susan Ritter, Treasurer
Stuart E. Price, Secretary
Millie Sernovitz, Immediate
Past Chair
Kathy Feinstein

Myra Friedman
Bruce Golubock
Michael R. Greenberg
A. Scott Hansen
Bobbie Katz*
Deborah Kohler
Marvin Lader
Barbara Levine

David Rutstein
Jennifer Siegal-Miller
Linda Wainick
Debby Waranch
Ellen Wollman
Leda Zbar
Judith Zickler
*Past Board Chair
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