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The Naples Jewish 
Caring Support Group

Next meetings: Mondays, May 11 & 25
10:30 a.m. to noon at JFCS,
5025 Castello Road, Naples

Call Donna Levy at 239.325.4444 
for more information.

JFCS and tikkun olam

Announcing The Sunfl ower as the next 
“One Book Southwest Florida” selection

Hadassah Book Club 
concludes season with 
high praise for Raquela

For more information on these events, call 239.455.3030.

By David W. Rutstein, JFCS Board Chair, and Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, President/CEO

From time to time, we have been 
asked about the origin of our 
JFCS board’s decision – about 

three years ago – to become a non-
sectarian organization. The answer is 
straightforward. We were honoring the 
Jewish tradition of tikkun olam (repair 
the world). 

We are not alone. Every one of the 
125 Jewish Family Service agencies 
in North America has made the same 
decision in order to serve their entire 
communities. Of course, they, like us, 
recognize and celebrate our Jewish 
origin and identity. Like us, they are 
deeply committed to serving all of the 
social service needs of all Jewish people 
in their communities. That’s why we 
exist. Like us, they receive very gener-
ous support from Jewish people. But 
because they are non-sectarian, they also 

welcome the time, talent and treasure of 
those in the broader community.

We are doing the same. So that 
we might become visible to the entire 
Naples community, our board recently 
approved the rebranding of our senior 
center to the “Naples Senior Center, A 
Program of JFCS,” to be used where it 
is appropriate. 

The Naples Senior Center is the 
most prominent and visible activity of 
JFCS. Contrasted with the majority of 
our core services, such as mental health 
counseling, case management and fi nan-
cial assistance, which are highly confi -
dential, the more than 600 senior center 
members are eager to share stories of 
their experiences at art classes, comput-
er classes, cards and mah jongg, tai chi 
and so much more. Most signifi cantly, 
when our board approved rebranding 

the Naples Senior Center, they also 
restated that the offi cial name of the 
agency, JFCS of Southwest Florida, 
will not be, and should not be changed.

We strongly believe that the 
approach taken throughout North 

America and here has proved to be an 
effective way to carry forth our Jewish 
tradition of tikkun olam by working 
towards a better community and a bet-
ter society.

The Sunfl ower: On the Possibili-
ties and Limits of Forgiveness by
Simon Wiesenthal has been 

selected as the “One Book Southwest 
Florida” selection for the 2015-
16 season. 

The selection of this 
world-famous book follows 
the highly successful selection 
of Gertruda’s Oath by Ram 
Oren for the inaugural “One 
Book Southwest Florida” pro-
gram last season. This reading 
program is based on the very 
popular “One Book One Com-
munity” programs that have 
been done throughout the U.S. 
The goal of these programs is to engage 
the community in dialogue, to promote 
understanding, and to serve as a spring-

board for discussion of important topics. 
The Sunfl ower has had many print-

ings and has been translated into nu-
merous languages. It has been used in 

many university ethics 
classes and has been 
discussed in schools 
and community groups 
throughout the world. 
This important book, 
which is divided into 
Wiesenthal’s personal 
experience during the 
Holocaust and a col-
lection of reactions to 
Wiesenthal’s actions, 
challenges people to 

defi ne their beliefs about justice, com-
passion and human responsibility.

GenShoah of Southwest Florida, 

in conjunction with the Collier County 
Public Library and the Holocaust Mu-
seum & Education Center of Southwest 
Florida, will be sponsoring “One Book 
Southwest Florida.” 

There will be many book discus-
sions at local libraries and it is hoped 
that, once again, a wide range of local 
organizations throughout Southwest 

Florida will become involved in this 
program. In addition to a culminating 
event in January, there will be a variety 
of book-related activities that will be 
presented beginning in October, with 
specifi c dates forthcoming. For more 
information, email onebookswfl@
icloud.com.

The Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadas-
sah Non-Fiction Book Club has 
just concluded a very success-

ful season. Members suggested book 
choices, then four books were selected 
and discussed monthly at a member’s 
home.

The books End of Your Life Book 
Club, The Lady in Gold and The Invis-
ible Thread all led to lively discussions. 
However, the last selection, Raquela: A 
Woman of Israel by Ruth Gruber, which 
was suggested by Chapter President 
Lynn Weiner, garnered the highest ac-
claim. Every member of the group spoke 
enthusiastically and with highest praise 

about the biography of Raquela Prywes, 
an amazing woman whose life mirrored 
the history of Israel from 1929 to 1976.

This gripping true story followed 
Raquela from her childhood in Jeru-
salem to becoming the top student at 
Hadassah-Henrietta Szold School of 
Nursing, to her struggles as a midwife in 
Athlit detention camp and Cyprus, and 
becoming a wife and mother. 

The entire group felt that this is such 
an important, inspirational and informa-
tive book, that everyone should read it, 
recommend it to book clubs, friends and 
relatives, and consider giving copies to 
children and grandchildren.

Hadassah Book Club members

ADL Fla. welcomes new 
Director of Development
The Anti-Defamation League is 

proud to announce that Marc D. 
Melamed has fi lled the position 

of Director of Development 
for the Florida Region. 

As an attorney, devel-
opment executive, and for-
mer financial advisor, Mr. 
Melamed has made a ca-
reer out of helping people 
and organizations meet their 
personal and philanthropic 
goals. 

Mr. Melamed has helped 
hundreds of non-profit or-
ganizations with their planned giving, 

formation of tax-exempt status, day-
to-day operations, fundraising and tax 
implications. 

Mr.  Melamed has 
professional experience 
that includes philanthro-
py and estate planning 
& charitable giving. His 
prior experiences helped 
him gain a comprehensive 
360-degree approach to 
philanthropy.

Mr. Melamed has de-
grees from the University 
of Detroit Mercy School 

of Law and the Univ. of Michigan.
Marc D. Melamed

JMOF-FIU 20th Anniversary Exhibition

Vision 20/20
Looking Back/Looking Forward

A
le

x 
G

ru
ss

, 1
95

7,
 B

ue
no

s 
A

ire
s,

 A
rg

en
tin

a
Si

x 
D

ay
s o

f C
re

at
io

n,
 2

01
3

W
oo

d,
 m

ot
he

r o
f p

ea
rl,

 c
op

pe
r, 

in
k,

 1
8"

 x
 3

8"

On view through October 25, 2015 

Floridian Jewish families have played an integral 
part in every area of the development 

of the Sunshine State, from the pioneers who 
settled here more than 250 years ago, 
to contemporary movers and shakers.

In honor of our 20th Anniversary, Vision 20/20 
provides a glimpse into our collection of 

more than 100,000 items, documenting the 
history makers of yesterday to those of today.

Formed from the Collections of the Jewish Museum of Florida, 
originated by Marcia Jo Zerivitz, Founding Executive Director. 

The Museum is supported by individual contributions, foundations, memberships and grants from the State of Florida, Department 
of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, the Miami-Dade County Tourist Development 

Council, the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and 
Board of County Commissioners and the City of Miami Beach, Cultural Affairs Program, Cultural Arts Council.

301 Washington Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33139
305.672.5044 • jewishmuseum.com
info@jewishmuseum.com
Open Tuesday-Sunday 10am - 5pm Except Holidays 
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On view through October 25, 2015
The Seventh Day: Revisiting Shabbat
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