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The Naples Jewish  
Caring Support Group
Next meetings: Mondays, Feb. 9 & 23 

10:30 a.m. to noon at JFCS, 
5025 Castello Road, Naples

Call Donna Levy at 239.325.4444  
for more information.

Gary A. Layton, D.D.S.

Gentle Endodontics

For testimonials please visit:

www.GaryLaytondds.com

West Lake Professional Center
4959 Castello Drive, Naples

239-262-2677

(Root Canal Therapy)

and second opinions

Hand-painted photo of Pauline

Dr.  Duff (at left in both photos) with other officers

We are thrilled to announce 
that the challenge grant re-
ceived from the Richard 

M. Schulze Family Foundation in the 
amount of $150,000 has been completed 
in less than five weeks. Schulze is the 
founder of Best Buy. (See the related 
story below.)

On Monday, January 12, JFCS 
said “thank you” to 50 friends at the 
annual JFCS Patron Dinner held at 
the JFCS Senior Center. Guests heard 
from Michael Greenberg and Phyllis 
Barolsky, both JFCS board members, 

about their volunteer experiences on 
behalf of the agency. As of press time 
on Tuesday, January 20, 150 guests are 
expected at “An Evening for Better 
Tomorrows,” the agency’s 3rd annual 
fundraiser, chaired by Susan and Dr. 
Nathaniel Ritter and A. Scott Hansen. 
As in past years, BMO Private Bank is 
the presenting sponsor, with Markham 
Norton Mosteller Wright & Company 
serving as the Bronze Sponsor. All 
present will enjoy a performance by 
the Naples Philharmonic Jazz Orchestra 
and the debut of JFCS’s first video. The 
event will be held at the Naples Sailing 
and Yacht Club.

On Tuesday, February 24, JFCS will 
be beginning a 4-hour respite program 
for men and women diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s and related dementias. The 
program will be facilitated by Donna 
Levy, RN, JFCS case manager. Donna 

JFCS of Southwest Florida announces  
challenge grant completion

currently facilitates the “Men’s Lunch 
Club,” a 4-hour program for men diag-
nosed with early memory loss. Please 
contact Donna at dlevy@jfcsswfl.org 
or 239.325.4444 for more information.

On behalf of the JFCS Board of 
Trustees, and all those we serve, I want 

to extend a very special “Thank You” 
to the Jewish Federation of Collier 
County for its very generous alloca-
tion. Through this partnership we can 
continue to provide assistance to those 
who need us in our community.

Over $300,000 raised in five weeks’ time to expand Senior Center’s services

Dr. Jaclynn Faffer, president 
and chief executive officer of 
Jewish Family & Community 

Services (JFCS) of Southwest Florida 
has announced that the challenge grant 
received from the Richard M. Schulze 
Family Foundation in the amount of 
$150,000, has been completed in less 
than five weeks.

Funds raised with the $300,000 
are targeted for an extensive expansion 
at the JFCS Senior Center, the first of 
its kind in Collier and Southern Lee 
Counties. Construction is slated for 
mid-January. Upon completion, the 
expanded Senior Center will offer ad-
ditional services and will encompass 
approximately 6,800 square feet.

“We are indeed grateful to Richard 
M. Schulze and the Richard M. Schulze 
Family Foundation for issuing the chal-
lenge grant, which was completed in 
record time, thanks to the generosity 
of Patty and Jay Baker of Naples, who 
donated $100,000, and the Brook-
dale Foundation, with its donation of 
$20,000, which completed the match. 
Other donors included the Community 
Foundation of Collier County, which 
donated $8,000, and private individu-
als,” reported Dr. Faffer. 

“These philanthropic individuals 
and their collective vision will allow 
us to make an enormous difference in 
the lives of seniors now and in future, 
who need nourishment of their minds, 
hearts and souls,” reported Dr. Faffer in 
making the announcement. 

“Older residents not only need a 
hot meal on a regular basis, but they 
need to keep their minds active so they 
may fully enjoy life. Our Senior Center 
members tell us that they are grateful 
to us for reducing their isolation and 
loneliness. Plans are underway to move 
our program and administrative offices 
upstairs so that the Senior Center can 

expand to the adjacent space next door.”
The JFCS Senior Center opened its 

doors on January 22, 2014, and wel-
comed 88 seniors to the first weekly hot 
lunch. Today, its membership exceeds 
500, and is open five days a week, of-
fering a weekly hot lunch, art classes, 
computer skills training, cards and Mah 
Jongg, tai chi, Monday afternoon mov-
ies, discussion groups, and the Dakim 
brain fitness program. 

Best Buy founder Dick Schulze 
created the Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation in 2004 to support educa-
tion, basic human services, health and 
medical research as well as transforma-
tional entrepreneurship. A resident of 
Bonita Springs, Schulze was impressed 
by the myriad of services that were be-
ing offered at the JFCS Senior Center, 
reported Mary Beth Geier, region coor-
dinator of the Foundation. 

“The Richard M. Schulze Founda-
tion was pleased to award this challenge 
grant to JFCS to expand the Senior Cen-
ter. Mr. Schulze thought it was a priority 
to address the extensive needs of our 
older residents in Southwest Florida. It’s 
rewarding to know that so many more 
seniors in our community will enjoy the 
services of this special place – and that 
the challenge was met in record time,” 
noted Ms. Geier.

Patty and Jay Baker are noted Na-
ples philanthropists, having supported 
numerous nonprofit organizations in 
Southwest Florida, including the Boys 
& Girls Club of Collier County and 
the Community Foundation of Collier 
County. The Patient Care Tower at NCH 
Healthcare System’s North Naples Hos-
pital is named for them, as is the Naples 
Museum of Art. Patty Baker is a Tony 
Award-winning Broadway producer, 
and a number of arts organizations, 
including the Gulfshore Playhouse and 
the Naples Philharmonic, are also ben-

eficiaries of the Bakers’ financial gifts 
and dedicated support.

Forming partnerships with local 
cultural organizations, the Senior Center 
offers lifelong learning opportunities 
through lectures on a wide variety of 
topics, as well as arts and music classes 
and performances. Professionally 
staffed, the Senior Center’s activities 
are volunteer-driven and afford many 
opportunities for community members 
to “give back” through volunteerism.

Jewish Family & Community Ser-
vices of Southwest Florida empowers 
individuals and families by giving them 

tools to address life’s challenges. JFCS 
is a non-sectarian human service agency 
supporting individuals and families of 
all ages by providing a wide range of 
social services, including mental health 
counseling, case management, financial 
assistance and crisis intervention. The 
JFCS Senior Center will celebrate its 
first birthday with a community celebra-
tion, to be held on Thursday, February 
5 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.

More information on JFCS and 
the JFCS Senior Center is available by 
contacting Dr. Faffer at 239.325.4444 
or jfaffer@jfcsswfl.org.
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