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Michael Stolowitzky

Center for Judaic, Holocaust,  
and Genocide Studies

Dedicated to educating all sectors of society about  
Jewish civilization, the Holocaust, and genocide through:
• scholarship
• outreach
• inquiry
• sharing knowledge
• preserving the record
• helping teachers
• encouraging students

Visit www.fgcu.edu/hc/
Dr. Paul Bartrop, Director

By Ida Margolis

Child survivor and Exodus 
passenger to speak locally

Jewish Family & Community Services update
Dr. Jaclynn 
Faffer

JFCS 
President/
CEO

The Naples Jewish 
Caring Support Group

Next meetings: Mondays, Jan. 12 & 26
10:30 a.m. to noon at JFCS,
5025 Castello Road, Naples

Call Donna Levy at 239.325.4444 
for more information.

As 2015 begins I would like to 
refl ect on what is happening at 
JFCS of Southwest Florida and 

what we see on the program and service 
horizon for the coming year.

November 2014 marked the 3rd

anniversary of JFCS as a separately 
incorporated organization, and March 
2015 will mark the 3rd anniversary of our 
relocation from Vanderbilt Beach Road 
to our current space at 5025 Castello 
Drive. So much has happened during 
that period of time as we have expanded 
our reach into the community. Here are 
a few “changes” that have taken place 
with a look towards the future:

 ¡ JFCS Mental Health staff has in-
creased from one part-time Florida-
licensed clinical social worker 

to two full-time Florida-licensed 
clinical social workers. This cer-
tainly enables us to respond to 
the increasing requests for mental 
health counseling. We do this in our 
offi ces and within the community 
through our Healthy Socialization 
program for pre-teens and teens, 
and our caregiver support programs 
at Brookdale Center for Healthy 
Living and Rehabilitation and NCH 
downtown.

 ¡ JFCS has responded to the need 
for increased services for families 
struggling with dementia and has 
implemented a weekly “Men’s 
Club” respite program for men 
with early memory loss. Programs 
in the very near future will include 
a “Women’s Club” and a third pro-
gram for men and women with more 
advanced dementia.

 ¡ JFCS is a training site for two stu-
dents from the FGCU Department 
of Social Work. These interns are 
placed in the mental health counsel-
ing and case management program.

 ¡ The JFCS Senior Center will cel-
ebrate its fi rst anniversary on Thurs-
day, January 22. Membership has 
increased to 475, necessitating 
the need for increased space for 
increased programming. We are 
actively seeking funds to meet the 
Richard M. Schulze Family Foun-
dation challenge grant of $150,000 
so that the JFCS Senior Center, 
and JFCS clinical and administra-

tive offi ces, can grow to meet the 
increasing needs of our community.

 ¡ And last, but by no means least, our 
list of folks to whom we say “Thank 
you” has increased as well! This 
certainly includes our cadre of more 
than 110 volunteers and all of you!
Best wishes from all of us to all 

of you for a wonderful 2015. And as 
always, thank you for helping us help 
so many!

Jewish Historical Society of 
SW Florida inaugural event
January is Florida Jewish History 

month. The fi rst recorded Jews in 
Florida came to Pensacola in 1763. 

In 1940, there were about 5,000 Jews 
in Miami. There is no record of Jews in 
1940 in Collier County.

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida proudly presents 
its inaugural event, honoring longtime 
Naples resident and founding member 
of Temple Shalom, Helen Weinfeld. 

The presentation will include the 
premiere of a half-hour documen-
tary about Helen, introduced by Collier 
County Curator of Education, Naomi 
Goren. 

Learn about the Weinfeld family’s 
fascinating story of being one of only 

several Jewish families in Naples and 
the road to formation of what is now the 
oldest congregation in Collier County. 
Helen’s story also includes her recollec-
tions of the fi ght against Port Royal’s 
restrictive and discriminative by-laws. 

The event will take place on Mon-
day, January 12 at 7:00 p.m. at Temple 
Shalom. Light refreshments will be 
served. This is a free community-wide 
event. Visit www.jhsswf.org, email jhss-
wf@gmail.com or call 239.566.1771 to 
order tickets. 

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a 501(c)(3) non-
profi t organization. All contributions 
are 100% tax deductible.

YIDDISH CLUB 
OF NAPLES 

meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
December, January, February, March and April

at 10:00am at Temple Shalom,
4630 Pine Ridge Road, Naples

You don’t have to speak Yiddish to enjoy.
You just have to enjoy hearing it spoken, read or sung.

Come Schmooze and Enjoy!

The story of Michael Stolowitzky 
and his nanny Gertruda could 
have been a suspense novel. 

Instead, author Ram Oren, the “John 
Grisham of Israel,” wrote a non-fi ction 
book that, if one did not know was true, 
would certainly be 
thought to be a fabu-
lous fi ctional tale.

The book, The 
Oath, was published 
in 2007 in Hebrew, 
and was soon on 
the best-seller list 
in Israel. Since then 
the book has been 
translated into eight 
languages. The Eng-
lish translation, Ger-
truda’s Oath: A Child, a Promise, and a 
Heroic Escape During World War II, is 
now the selection for the inaugural “One 
Book, Southwest Florida” program. 
This program is based on the very suc-
cessful “One Book, One Community” 
programs that have been done through-
out the U.S. The goal of this program is 
to engage the community in dialogue, to 
promote understanding, and to serve as a 
springboard for discussion of universal 
topics such as loyalty, justice, family 
and faith. 

This page-turner is the story of 
Michael Stolowitzky, the only son of a 
wealthy Jewish family in Poland, who 
was just three years old when WWII 
broke out. After Michael’s mother has a 
stroke, the dying woman asks Gertruda 
Bablinska, the Catholic nanny devoted 
to the family, to promise the dying 

woman that she will make her way to 
Palestine and raise Michael as her own 
son. This book, a story of extraordinary 
courage and moral strength in the face 
of horrifi c events, pays tribute to Ger-
truda’s relationship between her and 

the child.
Michael Stolowitzky, 

a charming gentleman 
now in his 70s, will be in 
Southwest Florida, talk-
ing about his remarkable 
journey and the Catholic 
nanny who saved his life. 
He is scheduled to make 
three appearances and will 
sign books at each venue. 
RSVPs are required for 
each appearance:  

 ¡ Tuesday, January 6 at 6:15 p.m. 
at Lakes Regional Library, 15290 
Bass Road, Fort Myers - RSVP to 
239.481.4449 x3

 ¡ Wednesday, January 7 at 7:00 
p.m. at Temple Shalom, 4630 Pine 
Ridge Road, Naples - RSVP to the 
Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center, 239.263.9200

 ¡ Thursday, January 8 at 1:00 p.m. at 
South Regional Library, 8065 Lely 
Cultural Parkway, Naples - RSVP 
to 239.252.7542
For additional information about 

the Fort Myers appearance, please 
email lenibsack@jfedlcc.org; for the 
Temple Shalom appearance, email ida.
margolis@gmail.com; and for the South 
Regional Library appearance, email 
pdegroot@collier-lib.org.

Individual & Group Counseling 
 for Adults

Margot Escott, LCSW
Fl. Lic.#1708
Established in Naples 1984
Accepts Medicare & BCBS
(239) 434-6558
margotescott@mac.com

COMPASSIONATE COUNSELING
“I am never upset for the reason I think.”

 SPECIALTIES:
 �Addictions
 �Anxiety
 �Grief & Loss
 �Mood Disorders

                              ISSUES:
 �Anxiety & Stress 
Managment
 �Co-Dependency
 �Depression

 �Geriatric
 �Relaxation Training
 �Personal Growth
 �Retirement


